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Independent Study Course Syllabus 
 
Course Number::   SOC 954 
Course Title:  Agriculture:  Past, Present, and Future:    
 
 Online X Distance Learning 
 
Instructor:   Jeromy Winter  
Phone number:   (559) 896-1012 
Email: teacherslearningconnection@gmail.com 
Website:  www.teacherslearningconnection.com  

Units:  2-3 
Grade Level: K-12  

 
Course Description 
SOC 954 is designed to help classroom teachers become more knowledgeable about the 
importance of agriculture to their own state. Topics that will be discussed are small family 
farming, modern farming, and farming technology. A self-directed study course, SOC 954 uses 
several instructional media, including video, PowerPoint, oral interviews, the internet, text, and a 
course booklet. Instruction, readings, and related assignments focus on content standards 
appropriate for presenting “agriculture in the classroom” instruction.  

Course Dates 
Self-paced; students may enroll at any time and take up to one year to complete assignments. 
 
You have up to one year from the date of registration, and no less than three weeks (one week 
per credit), to complete the course. 
 
Semester Dates for Center for Professional Development Student 

• Spring - January 1 through April 30 
• Summer - May 1 through August 31 
• Fall - September 1 through December 31 

 
Students receive credit for courses in the semester that assignments are returned to the instructor, 
satisfactorily completed and a grade is issued by the instructor.  
 
Course Materials 

1. Course Booklet: Agriculture: Past, Present, and Future written by the instructors contains 
Student Response Sheets, instructor contact information, and other general information. 

2. PowerPoint CD containing oral interviews. 

Center for Professional Development 
1717 S. Chestnut Ave. 

Fresno, CA 93702-4709 
(800) 372-5505 

http://ce.fresno.edu 
 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
mailto:teacherslearningconnection@gmail.com
http://www.teacherslearningconnection.com/
http://ce.fresno.edu/


 
Course Number and Title:  SOC 954 Agriculture:  Past, Present and Future 
Instructor:  Jeromy Winter  
Date of Revision 5/19/16  

To register for courses go to http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd and log in 
2 

 

3. History Channel Modern Marvels: Farming, Technology  
4. Text: Epitaph for a Peach: Four Seasons on My Family Farm 
5. Teacher Resource Guide: A Guide to Educational Materials About Agriculture 
6. One 10” X 13” envelope to be used to return completed materials to the instructor. 

 
Check the materials you receive in your Study Packet.  Make certain that you have all materials 
needed to complete Agriculture: Past, Present, and Future.  If an item is missing or you need 
help, email Jeromy Winter at teacherslearningconnection@gmail.com or call at (559) 896-1012.  
 
Full Materials Fee:  Teachers who pay the full materials fee are sent Items 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6. 
Partial Materials Fee:  Teachers who pay the partial materials fee are sent Items 1, and 6. 
Teachers who plan to pay the partial materials fee must have access to other course materials. 
 
Course Requirements 

1. Read History Social Science Content Standards for California Public Schools K-12, and 
complete Student Response Sheets related to the state publication.  

2. Read text, Epitaph for a Peach: Four Seasons on My Family Farm, and complete Student 
Response Sheets related to the text.  

3. View the PowerPoint CD containing the oral interviews.  
4. Watch History Channel Modern Marvels: Farming Technology Video. 
5. Library or Internet research.  
6. Oral interview of a farmer. 
7. Teacher designed plan for application of information garnered in this course. 
8. Bonus Assignment:  To be completed by teachers enrolled for 3 units of credit who 

choose to earn an “A” grade.   
 
National Content/Common Core Standards 
Teaching History/Social Science Content Standards and “skills” is something that most teachers 
have always done; however, standards have never before received the emphasis being given to 
them today.  States’ standards are available on the Internet, and school districts have copies 
available for teachers. 
 
Agriculture: Past, Present, and Future, uses taped narratives, slide and video presentation, text, 
and photographs.  It emphasizes reflection and research skills. These are all characteristics of the 
“National Standards for History.” 
 
The National Standards for History generally group grades K-4 and 5-12 to allow for flexibility 
and overlap.  Most states align their standards with the national standards.  Some states have 
specific standards for individual grade levels. Some states are aligning with the Common Core 
Standards, which are incorporated in this course. 
 
California is a state that has established History/Social Science Content Standards for each grade 
level. These standards, like those of most other states, are consistent with national standards.  
California’s classification of its standards differs from the national standards format in that 
California provides grade-level numerical identification.  

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
mailto:teacherslearningconnection@gmail.com
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Material presented in SOC 954, Agriculture: Past, Present, and Future, aligns with numerous 
national and state standards.  Listed below are a few selected examples from some of those 
standards: 
 
Examples of California’s Grade Level Standards 
(The following examples are aligned with National Standards K – 4.) 

• National History Standards 
 http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/nchs/standards/ 

• National Social Studies Standards 
 http://www.ncss.org/standards/teachers/vol1/home.shtml 

• State Standards for all curriculum areas and most states 
 http://www.education-world.com/standards/state/index.shtml 

• Common Core Standards 
 http://www.corestandards.org/ 

• National Content and/or National Standards for the Teaching Profession  
 http://www.nbpts.org/ 
 

California Grade Level 
Aligned Examples 

Listed below are selected examples of standards covered in SOC 902 which 
align with National Standards K-12 and State Standards. 

K.3 Students match simple descriptions of work that people do and the names of 
related jobs at school, in the local community, and from historical accounts. 

1.6-1 Understand the concept of exchange and use of money to purchase goods and 
services. 

3.1-2 
Trace the ways in which people have used the resources of the local region and 
modified the physical environment (e.g., a dam constructed upstream changed a 
river or coastline). 

4.4-7 Trace the evolution of California’s water system into a network of dams, 
aqueducts, and reservoirs. 

 

California Grade Level 
Aligned Examples These standards are aligned with National Standards 5-12 

Science 5.3e Students know the origin of the water used by their local communities. 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/nchs/standards/
http://www.ncss.org/standards/teachers/vol1/home.shtml
http://www.education-world.com/standards/state/index.shtml
http://www.corestandards.org/
http://www.nbpts.org/
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California Grade Level 
Aligned Examples These standards are aligned with National Standards 5-12 

Grades Six through 
Eight - United States 
and World History 

Students in grades six through eight study ancient civilizations, medieval and early 
modern times, and United States growth and conflict, respectively.  Students must 
possess the skills necessary to reflect on ideas as they impacted the United States 
as a young republic and today.  Students must be able to explain how historical 
ideas and events result in the emergence of new patterns.  Students develop an 
appreciation of the continuity of human experience, the great debt owed to those 
who lived in earlier times, and the responsibility owed to those who will follow. 

Grades Nine through 
Twelve - Developmental 

Considerations 

Students in grades nine through twelve study the modern world, continuity and 
change in the twentieth century, and principles of American democracy and 
economics.  Students must understand the meaning, implication, and impact of 
historical events and recognize that events could have taken other directions. 
Students in these grades must be able to interpret past events and issues within the 
context in which an event unfolded rather than solely in terms of present day 
norms and values.  Change is complicated and affects not only technology and 
politics but also values and beliefs.  An understanding of social controls and 
governmental policies is important if students are to become active participants in 
the economic, political, and social development of their state and country. 

 
English Language Arts 

& Literacy in 
History/Social Studies, 
Science, and Technical 

Subjects 

These are Broad Common Core Standards: College and Career Readiness 
Anchor Standards for Reading 

Key Ideas and Details 

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn from the text. 

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 
summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over 
the course of a text. 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
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English Language Arts 
& Literacy in 

History/Social Studies, 
Science, and Technical 

Subjects 

These are Broad Common Core Standards: College and Career Readiness 
Anchor Standards for Reading 

Craft and Structure 

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining 
technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 
word choices shape meaning or tone. 

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, 
and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate 
to each other and the whole. 

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

Integration of 
Knowledge and Ideas 

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the 
validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the 
evidence. 

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to 
build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 

Range of Reading and 
Level of Text 
Complexity 

10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently 
and proficiently. 

 
Learning Objectives/Outcomes 
Students will: 

• practice Standards-Based Instruction consistent with State/National Content Standards 
appropriate for presentation of ‘Agriculture in the Classroom’ instruction. 

• engage students in learning through problem solving and creative thinking, including 
organizing and evaluating a wide variety of data sources. 

• provide students with opportunities to anticipate and predict change, and use critical 
thinking skills and foresight related to past, present, and future events. 

• be familiar with David Masumoto’s book, Epitaph for a Peach: Four Seasons on My 
Family Farm and better understand the plight of the small farmer. 

• have been introduced to persons producing and distributing agricultural products, 
including farmers, distributors, laborers, and others involved in their state’s agricultural 
industry. 

• have developed an appreciation for those persons engaged in farm activities, and better 
understand the problems they face. 

• be acquainted with ordinary and extraordinary people who influence(ed) agriculture. 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
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• be more knowledgeable of the importance of geography and geology of their local 
regions. 

 
Schedule of Topics and Assignments 

1. Complete the Standards-Based Instruction Assignment in the Course Booklet.  
2. Read text, Epitaph for a Peach: Four Seasons on My Family Farm, and complete Student 

Response Sheets related to the text in the Course Booklet.  
3. View the PowerPoint CD containing the farm-related oral interviews and complete the 

written assignments contained in the Course Booklet.  
4. View the History Channel Modern Marvels: Farming Technology Video and complete 

the written assignment contained in the Course Booklet. 
5. Conduct a library/internet research task, and complete the written assignment contained 

in the Course Booklet.  
6. Conduct an oral interview with a farm-related producer, marketer, or laborer, and 

complete the written assignment in the Course Booklet. 
7. Devise a plan for Practical Application of information you garnered in SOC 954 which 

can be presented in a classroom in partial compliance with State/National Content 
Standards, and record it in the Course Booklet. 

8. Teachers enrolled for three unites of credit must also complete the Bonus Assignment. 
 
Evidence of Learning 
Students demonstrate evidence of learning by means of accurate and reflective SOC 954 
Agriculture: Past, Present, and Future Course Booklet responses. This includes showing evidence 
of learning about standards-based instruction, responding to the questions for Epitaph for a 
Peach: Four Seasons on My Family Farm, becoming familiar with farming technology, 
interviewing a farmer and correctly answering student response sheet questions based on the 
your interview. Students will design a plan for practical use in the classroom and successfully 
complete the practical use project assignments.  
 
Grading Policies and Rubrics 
 

Point Value Assignment and Topic 

5 Points 
1. Read the History-Social Science Content Standards at 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/ and complete the Course Booklet 
assignment.  

20 Points 2. Read text, Epitaph for a Peach: Four Seasons on My Family Farm and 
complete the Course Booklet assignment. 

25 Points 3. View the PowerPoint CD containing the farm-related oral interviews and 
complete the written assignments contained in the Course Booklet.  

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/
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Point Value Assignment and Topic 

20 Points 4. View the History Channel Modern Marvels: Farming Technology Video 
and complete the written assignment contained in the Course Booklet. 

5 Points 5. Conduct a library/internet research task, and complete the written 
assignment contained in the Course Booklet. 

10 Points 6. Conduct an oral interview with a farm-related producer, marketer, or 
laborer, and complete the written assignment in the Course Booklet. 

15 Points 

7. Devise a plan for Practical Application of information you garnered in 
SOC 954 which can be presented in a classroom in partial compliance 
with State/National Content Standards, and record it in the Course 
Booklet. 

5 Points 8. Teachers enrolled for three unites of credit must also complete the Bonus 
Assignment. 

 

 
Grading Options 
Two Units of Credit:  Teachers enrolled for TWO UNITS of credit must complete assignments 
1 – 7.  
Three Units of Credit:  Teachers enrolled for THREE UNITS of credit must complete 
assignments 1 – 8. Keep a copy of your course work in the event something is lost in the mail.  If 
you would like your materials returned, include a stamped, self addressed envelope for that 
purpose. 
 
Corrected Assignments 
The corrected Course Booklet will be returned to the student, if requested, providing the request 
is accompanied by a Stamped, Self-Addressed Envelope. 
 
 

Two Units of Credit Enrollees Three Units of Credit Enrollees 

90 Points - 100 Points = A 90 Points - 105 Points = A 

75 Points - 89 Points = B or Credit 75 Points - 89 Points = B or Credit 

74 Points or below = No Credit 74 Points or below = No Credit 

The discernment between an “A” or a “B” grade is at the discretion of the instructor based on the quality 
of the completed assignment. Teachers demonstrate Evidence of Learning by means of accurate and 
reflective Course Booklet responses.   

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
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Instructor/Student Contact 
I encourage students to make contact with me anytime questions arise. Please feel free to contact 
me via email at teacherslearningconnection@gmail.com. You may also contact me at 559-896-
1012. Remember I am an elementary school teacher, so give me a call after regular school hours 
and on weekends. I look forward to speaking to students. 
 
References/Resources 
The California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom Teacher Resource Guide, provided 
with other course materials contains 26 pages of excellent and current resource books, (three by 
David Masumoto, author of the text.) A total of 399 grade-level titles are listed: Primary (204 
titles), Intermediate (99 titles), Middle School (45 titles), High School and Adult (51 titles). 
These listing are also available on the Internet at: http://www.cfaitc.org 
 
The California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom Teacher Resource Guide also 
provides 13 pages of excellent Internet resource links. This listing is also available at: 
http://kids.cfaitc.org/links.php 
 
Final Course Grade and Transcripts 
When all work for the course has been completed, students will need to logon to the Center for 
Professional Development website (http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd) to “Submit Grade Form”. Once the 
instructor fills out the grade form online, students may log back in to request their Grade Report 
as well as order transcripts online.  Please allow at least two weeks for the final grade to be 
posted.  For more information see the Independent Studies Policies and Procedures that were 
sent to you when you received your course materials, or in your online course. They are 
available, also at http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd - under General Information > CPD Policies. 
 
Plagiarism and Academic Honesty 
All people participating in the educational process at Fresno Pacific University are expected to 
pursue honesty and integrity in all aspects of their academic work.  Academic dishonesty, 
including plagiarism, will be handled according to the procedures set forth in the Fresno Pacific 
University Catalogue.  URL http://www.fresno.edu. 
 
 
CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGRAM STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
 

CE 1.  Demonstrate proficient written communication by articulating a clear focus, synthesizing 
arguments, and utilizing standard formats in order to inform and persuade others, and present 
information applicable to targeted use.  
CE 2.  Demonstrate comprehension of content-specific knowledge and the ability to apply it in 
theoretical, personal, professional, or societal contexts.  
CE 3. Reflect on their personal and professional growth and provide evidence of how such 
reflection is utilized to manage personal and professional improvement.  

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
mailto:teacherslearningconnection@gmail.com
http://www.cfaitc.org/
http://kids.cfaitc.org/links.php
http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
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CE 4.  Apply critical thinking competencies by generating probing questions, recognizing 
underlying assumptions, interpreting and evaluating relevant information, and applying their 
understandings to the professional setting.  
CE 5.  Reflect on values that inspire high standards of professional and ethical behavior as they 
pursue excellence in applying new learning to their chosen field. 
CE 6.  Identify information needed in order to fully understand a topic or task, organize that 
information, identify the best sources of information for a given enquiry, locate and critically 
evaluate sources, and accurately and effectively share that information.  

 
FRESNO PACIFIC UNIVERSITY STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 
Student Learning Outcomes Oral Communication: Students will exhibit clear, engaging, and 
confident oral communication – in both individual and group settings – and will critically 
evaluate content and delivery components.  
Written Communication: Students will demonstrate proficient written communication by 
articulating a clear focus, synthesizing arguments, and utilizing standard formats in order to 
inform and persuade others.  
Content Knowledge: Students will demonstrate comprehension of content-specific knowledge 
and the ability to apply it in theoretical, personal, professional, or societal contexts.  
Reflection: Students will reflect on their personal and professional growth and provide evidence 
of how such reflection is utilized to manage personal and vocational improvement.  
Critical Thinking: Students will apply critical thinking competencies by generating probing 
questions, recognizing underlying assumptions, interpreting and evaluating relevant information, 
and applying their understandings to new situations.  
Moral Reasoning: Students will identify and apply moral reasoning and ethical decision-making 
skills, and articulate the norms and principles underlying a Christian world-view.  
Service: Students will demonstrate service and reconciliation as a way of leadership.  
Cultural and Global Perspective: Students will identify personal, cultural, and global 
perspectives and will employ these perspectives to evaluate complex systems.  
Quantitative Reasoning: Students will accurately compute calculations and symbolic operations 
and explain their use in a field of study.  
Information Literacy: Students will identify information needed in order to fully understand a 
topic or task, explain how that information is organized, identify the best sources of information 
for a given enquiry, locate and critically evaluate sources, and accurately and effectively share 
that information.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
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