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Independent Study Course Syllabus 
 
Course Number:  SOC 923  
Course Title:   Lake Erie Islands: Secluded Splendor 
 
 
£ Online X Distance Learning 
 
Instructor:   Karen Clark  
Phone number: 910.575.0703 
Email:  kclark8938@aol.com  
Contact address: 6613 Sidbury Lane, Ocean Isle Beach, NC 
28469 

Units: 3 
Grade Level: K-12  

 
Course Description 
Located along the north coast of Ohio in Western Lake Erie, the isles of Lake Erie invite 
exploration. Their history dates back to pre-glacial times and extends into the 21st century. The 
Marblehead peninsula and Port Clinton symbolize the island way of life, and both have 
influenced American history. With a unique geological structure, the islands are situated in the 
largest fresh water deposit in the world. The area’s importance has, and still does, range from 
agriculture to industry to family entertainment. Consequently, this course will enable the 
teacher to understand the significance of this region in terms of both Ohio history and American 
history. 
 
In the lesson plans, students should identify specific state or district standards and explain 
how the lessons are aligned with the standards. Information in this course is in alignment with 
the McRel standards for United States history (www.mcrel.org). 
 
Course Dates: 
Self-paced; students may enroll at any time and take up to one year to complete assignments. 
 
You have up to one year from the date of registration, and no less than three weeks (one week 
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per credit), to complete the course.  
 
Primary Learning Outcomes 

* Understands and analyzes chronological relationships and patterns. 
* Understands the historical perspective of island development. 
* Understands the role of the Lake Erie islands in the War of 1812 

and its effect on the region. 
* Understands the role of the Lake Erie islands in the Civil War 

and its impact on the country. 
* Understands the changing role of the Lake Erie islands 

on the economic development of the region. 
* Identifies and explains the geologic significance of the islands. 
* Relates the visitation materials to the individual curricular area and 

content standards- either state or national. 
 
Course Materials 
Oliver Hazard Perry and the Battle of Lake Erie - Written by the Chief Ranger and 
Historian of Perry’s Victory and International Peace Memorial, this book by Gerard Altoff 
explores the role of the common sailor as well as the controversies surrounding the 
principal characters in this memorable battle of the War of 1812. 
Students will read the text in order to respond to the questions and essays in the binder. 

 
Course Requirements 
Students are required to complete several 
visitations: 

1. Visit Marblehead Lighthouse and complete the response sheet. 
2. Explore Johnson’s Island and complete tombstone rubbings from the Civil War cemetery. 
3. Complete a photographic record of visits to Kelley’s Island, Johnson’s Island, 

South Bass Island, and Marblehead.  Include observations and details on all 
pictures 

*  Students are required to select information that would be useful in the classroom  
       and compile an annotated bibliography of books, articles, videos, software or 
       other materials. 
*  Students will read the Kelley’s Island selection from The Beginnings and Tales of 
       the Lake Erie Islands by Jessie Martin and answer the questions. 
*  Students will read Oliver Hazard Perry and the Battle of Lake Erie and respond to 
       the essay questions in the binder. 
* Students are required to complete an Internet search of 10 sites 
       appropriate for use in the classroom. 
* Students must write (3) three age-appropriate lesson plans demonstrating 
      how the information gained from this class could be used in the 
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      classroom 
*  Students must complete (3) activities from the Options Section. These activities 
       may be completed in conjunction with the lesson plans. 
 

Evaluation Standards 
Evaluation will be based on the completed assignment packet. When completed correctly, 
assignment subsections should be comprehensive enough to be used as classroom material. 
Incomplete work or work of substandard quality will be returned to the student for 
ompletion or revision. 
 
For a grade of CREDIT, or for the letter grade of B, the student must meet the 
following criteria: 

100% completion of course 
binder work 100% completion 
of photo-journal 
3 complete lesson plans aligned with 
identified standards 3 Options selections 

For a letter grade of A, the student must complete 4 Options selections. Only work 
accompanied by a self-addressed stamped envelope will be returned to the student. 
 
Final Course Grade and Transcripts 
When all work for the course has been completed, students will need to logon to the Center for 
Professional Development website (http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd) to “Submit Grade Form”. Once the 
instructor fills out the grade form online, students may log back in to request their Grade Report 
as well as order transcripts online.  Please allow at least two weeks for the final grade to be 
posted.  For more information see the Independent Studies Policies and Procedures that were 
sent to you when you received your course materials, or in your online course. They are 
available, also at http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd - under General Information > CPD Policies. 
 
Plagiarism and Academic Honesty 
All people participating in the educational process at Fresno Pacific University are expected to 
pursue honesty and integrity in all aspects of their academic work.  Academic dishonesty, 
including plagiarism, will be handled according to the procedures set forth in the Fresno Pacific 
University Catalogue.  URL http://www.fresno.edu. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGRAM STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
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CE 1.  Demonstrate proficient written communication by articulating a clear focus, synthesizing 
arguments, and utilizing standard formats in order to inform and persuade others, and present 
information applicable to targeted use.  
CE 2.  Demonstrate comprehension of content-specific knowledge and the ability to apply it in 
theoretical, personal, professional, or societal contexts.  
CE 3. Reflect on their personal and professional growth and provide evidence of how such 
reflection is utilized to manage personal and professional improvement.  
CE 4.  Apply critical thinking competencies by generating probing questions, recognizing 
underlying assumptions, interpreting and evaluating relevant information, and applying their 
understandings to the professional setting.  
CE 5.  Reflect on values that inspire high standards of professional and ethical behavior as they 
pursue excellence in applying new learning to their chosen field. 
CE 6.  Identify information needed in order to fully understand a topic or task, organize that 
information, identify the best sources of information for a given enquiry, locate and critically 
evaluate sources, and accurately and effectively share that information.  

 
FRESNO PACIFIC UNIVERSITY STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 
Student Learning Outcomes Oral Communication: Students will exhibit clear, engaging, and 
confident oral communication – in both individual and group settings – and will critically 
evaluate content and delivery components.  
Written Communication: Students will demonstrate proficient written communication by 
articulating a clear focus, synthesizing arguments, and utilizing standard formats in order to 
inform and persuade others.  
Content Knowledge: Students will demonstrate comprehension of content-specific knowledge 
and the ability to apply it in theoretical, personal, professional, or societal contexts.  
Reflection: Students will reflect on their personal and professional growth and provide evidence 
of how such reflection is utilized to manage personal and vocational improvement.  
Critical Thinking: Students will apply critical thinking competencies by generating probing 
questions, recognizing underlying assumptions, interpreting and evaluating relevant information, 
and applying their understandings to new situations.  
Moral Reasoning: Students will identify and apply moral reasoning and ethical decision-making 
skills, and articulate the norms and principles underlying a Christian world-view.  
Service: Students will demonstrate service and reconciliation as a way of leadership.  
Cultural and Global Perspective: Students will identify personal, cultural, and global 
perspectives and will employ these perspectives to evaluate complex systems.  
Quantitative Reasoning: Students will accurately compute calculations and symbolic operations 
and explain their use in a field of study.  
Information Literacy: Students will identify information needed in order to fully understand a 
topic or task, explain how that information is organized, identify the best sources of information 
for a given enquiry, locate and critically evaluate sources, and accurately and effectively share 
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that information.  
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