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Independent Study Online Course Syllabus 

 
Instructor: Eric Westland, M. Ed  

Phone Number: (435) 625-1399 

Email: eric.westland@gmail.com 

Number of Graduate Semester Units: 3 

Target Grade Level: K to 14th 

Course Access: http://ce-online.fresno.edu 

 

Course Description  
 

This course takes students to the next level in their digital photography.  It’s difficult to purchase a 

digital camera nowadays that does not have the capacity to take incredible images, however, most 

users have their camera set to “Auto” and ask why it doesn’t take better photos? 

 

During this class, we will familiarize the student with the equipment they already own and introduce 

them to optional equipment they may want to own.  We’ll them cover what their camera is capable 

of doing with all of its available settings, from macro to landscape photography, in natural, low and 

flash lighting. 

 

Weaved throughout the course, students will discover what is possible after the shutter is clicked.  

Our primary focus on image post-processing will be using LightZone, a free open-source digital 

photo editing program that runs on Windows, OSX and Linux.   

 

Students will explore the technical aspects of digital imaging, as well as the educational values and 

applications in the classroom. They will become familiar with advanced digital imaging skills by 

watching video screencast demonstrations created by the instructor, and completing structured 

assignments, as well as open-ended assignments and projects.  A rich assortment of web resources 

and videos will enrich each assignment and the recommended textbook will be a fantastic resource 

for work during the course and will be able to assist the student as they advance long after this 

course is completed. 

 

Students will also have the option to adapt many of the assignments for use in their own classroom.  

Forum discussions throughout the course will allow the students to share their successes and 

classroom uses of digital photography in their classroom. 

 

  

Center for Professional Development 
1717 S. Chestnut Ave. 

Fresno, CA 93702-4709 
(800) 372-5505 

http://ce.fresno.edu 
 

TEC-998 – Digital Photography: Open Source 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
mailto:eric.westland@gmail.com
http://ce-online.fresno.edu/
http://lightzoneproject.org/
http://ce.fresno.edu/
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Required Texts and Course Materials 

 

Recommended Textbook (Purchased Separately): Digital Photography Complete Course by DK.  

Publisher: Penguin Random House, ISBN–978-1-4654-3607-8.   

 

Required Materials:  Access to a “point-and shoot” digital camera capable of capturing images in 

RAW format, or a DSLR camera will definitely make the class more valuable for the student and is 

required.  Here is a more detailed description to help prospective students or contact the instructor 

prior to registering. 

 

Course Materials: Everything else you may need is included in the course, including instructor-

created video tutorials to inform and guide you.  You may use your own digital images during the 

course, but if you need images, they are provided in each lesson. 

 

Moodle: Moodle is a web-based course management system used to support flexible teaching and 

learning in both face-to-face and distance courses (e-learning). www.moodle.org, 

www.demo.moodle.org, www.docs.moodle.org  

 

Course Dates 

 

Self-paced; students may enroll at any time and take up to one year, from the date of registration, to 

complete assignments. Students may complete assignments in no less than three weeks (one week 

per credit), to complete the course.  

 

National Standards Addressed in This Course 

 

ISTE Standards for Teachers, 2008 
 

1. Facilitate and Inspire Student Learning and Creativity 
Teachers use their knowledge of subject matter, teaching and learning, and technology to facilitate 

experiences that advance student learning, creativity, and innovation in both face-to-face and virtual 

environments. 

a) Promote, support, and model creative and innovative thinking and inventiveness 

b) Engage students in exploring real-world issues and solving authentic problems using digital 

tools and resources 

c) Promote student reflection using collaborative tools to reveal and clarify students’ conceptual 

understanding and thinking, planning, and creative processes 

d) Model collaborative knowledge construction by engaging in learning with students, 

colleagues, and others in face-to-face and virtual environments 

 

2. Design and Develop Digital Age Learning Experiences and Assessments 
Teachers design, develop, and evaluate authentic learning experiences and assessment incorporating 

contemporary tools and resources to maximize content learning in context and to develop the 

knowledge, skills, and attitudes identified in the ISTE·S. 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
https://www.amazon.com/Digital-Photography-Complete-Course-DK/dp/1465436073/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1483736053&sr=8-1&keywords=digital+photography+complete+course
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_single-lens_reflex_camera
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LlvzeIeOic2SNZnj3oKvBEdugSWRDg7xs2A5qdUC410/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:eric.westland@gmail.com?subject=Equipment%20Requirements?
http://www.moodle.org/
http://www.demo.moodle.org/
http://www.docs.moodle.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/t1su3k8neso2ek7/ISTE%20Standards%20for%20Teachers%2C%202008%20-%20Permissions%20and%20Licensing%20-%20Permitted%20Educational%20Use.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/t1su3k8neso2ek7/ISTE%20Standards%20for%20Teachers%2C%202008%20-%20Permissions%20and%20Licensing%20-%20Permitted%20Educational%20Use.pdf?dl=0
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a) Design or adapt relevant learning experiences that incorporate digital tools and resources to 

promote student learning and creativity 

b) Develop technology-enriched learning environments that enable all students to pursue their 

individual curiosities and become active participants in setting their own educational goals, 

managing their own learning, and assessing their own progress 

c) Customize and personalize learning activities to address students’ diverse learning styles, 

working strategies, and abilities using digital tools and resources 

d) Provide students with multiple and varied formative and summative assessments aligned with 

content and technology standards and use resulting data to inform learning and teaching 

 

3. Model Digital Age Work and Learning 
Teachers exhibit knowledge, skills, and work processes representative of an innovative professional 

in a global and digital society. 

a) Demonstrate fluency in technology systems and the transfer of current knowledge to new 

technologies and situations 

b) Collaborate with students, peers, parents, and community members using digital tools and 

resources to support student success and innovation 

c) Communicate relevant information and ideas effectively to students, parents, and peers using 

a variety of digital age media and formats 

d) Model and facilitate effective use of current and emerging digital tools to locate, analyze, 

evaluate, and use information resources to support research and learning. 

 

4. Promote and Model Digital Citizenship and Responsibility 
Teachers understand local and global societal issues and responsibilities in an evolving digital 

culture and exhibit legal and ethical behavior in their professional practices. 

a) Advocate, model, and teach safe, legal, and ethical use of digital information and technology, 

including respect for copyright, intellectual property, and the appropriate documentation of 

sources b. Address the diverse needs of all learners by using learner-centered strategies 

providing equitable access to appropriate digital tools and resources 

b) Promote and model digital etiquette and responsible social interactions related to the use of 

technology and information 

c) Develop and model cultural understanding and global awareness by engaging with 

colleagues and students of other cultures using digital age communication and collaboration 

tools 

 

5. Engage in Professional Growth and Leadership 
Teachers continuously improve their professional practice, model lifelong learning, and exhibit 

leadership in their school and professional community by promoting and demonstrating the effective 

use of digital tools and resources. 

a) Participate in local and global learning communities to explore creative applications of 

technology to improve student learning 

b) Exhibit leadership by demonstrating a vision of technology infusion, participating in shared 

decision making and community building, and developing the leadership and technology 

skills of others 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
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c) Evaluate and reflect on current research and professional practice on a regular basis to make 

effective use of existing and emerging digital tools and resources in support of student 

learning 

d) Contribute to the effectiveness, vitality, and self-renewal of the teaching profession 

 

National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS) - The 5 Core Propositions 
 

1. Teachers are committed to students and their learning.  

2. Teachers know the subjects they teach and how to teach those subjects to students.  

3. Teachers are responsible for managing and monitoring student learning.  

4. Teachers think systematically about their practice and learn from experience.  

5. Teachers are members of learning communities.  

 

McRel Technology Standards 
 

1. Knows the characteristics and uses of computer hardware and operating systems 

2. Knows the characteristics and uses of computer software programs 

3. Understands the relationships among science, technology, society, and the individual 

4. Understands the nature of technological design 

5. Understands the nature and operation of systems. 

6. Understands the nature and uses of different forms of technology 

 

Continuing Education Program Student Learning Outcomes 

 

CE 1 Demonstrate proficient written communication by articulating a clear focus, 

synthesizing arguments, and utilizing standard formats in order to inform and persuade 

others, and present information applicable to targeted use. 

CE 2 Demonstrate comprehension of content-specific knowledge and the ability to apply it 

in theoretical, personal, professional, or societal contexts. 

CE 3 Reflect on their personal and professional growth and provide evidence of how such 

reflection is utilized to manage personal and professional improvement. 

CE 4 Apply critical thinking competencies by generating probing questions, recognizing 

underlying assumptions, interpreting and evaluating relevant information, and applying 

their understandings to the professional setting. 

CE 5 Reflect on values that inspire high standards of professional and ethical behavior as 

they pursue excellence in applying new learning to their chosen field. 

CE 6 Identify information needed in order to fully understand a topic or task, organize that 

information, identify the best sources of information for a given enquiry, locate and 

critically evaluate sources, and accurately and effectively share that information. 

 

  

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
http://www.nbpts.org/five-core-propositions
http://www2.mcrel.org/compendium/SubjectTopics.asp?SubjectID=19
http://www2.mcrel.org/compendium/SubjectTopics.asp?SubjectID=19
http://www2.mcrel.org/compendium/standardDetails.asp?subjectID=19&standardID=1
http://www2.mcrel.org/compendium/standardDetails.asp?subjectID=19&standardID=1
http://www2.mcrel.org/compendium/standardDetails.asp?subjectID=19&standardID=2
http://www2.mcrel.org/compendium/standardDetails.asp?subjectID=19&standardID=2
http://www2.mcrel.org/compendium/standardDetails.asp?subjectID=19&standardID=3
http://www2.mcrel.org/compendium/standardDetails.asp?subjectID=19&standardID=3
http://www2.mcrel.org/compendium/standardDetails.asp?subjectID=19&standardID=4
http://www2.mcrel.org/compendium/standardDetails.asp?subjectID=19&standardID=4
http://www2.mcrel.org/compendium/standardDetails.asp?subjectID=19&standardID=5
http://www2.mcrel.org/compendium/standardDetails.asp?subjectID=19&standardID=6
http://www2.mcrel.org/compendium/standardDetails.asp?subjectID=19&standardID=6
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Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) for This Course 

 

Student Learning Outcomes in This Course 
By the end of this course the student will be 

able to: 

National Standards 

Addressed in This 

Course* 

Continuing 

Education Program 

Student Learning 

Outcomes 

Addressed** 

1.   Understand the common elements and 

features of DSLR cameras. 

(NBPTS 2)  

(ISTE-T 1,2,3,4) 

(McRel Tech 4) 

CE 2, 3, 4, 6 

2.  Differentiate between the different file types 

that modern DSLR cameras use along with 

their strengths and weaknesses. 

(NBPTS 2)  

(ISTE-T 1,2,3,4) 

(McRel Tech 4, 5, 6) 

CE 2, 3, 4, 6 

3.  Compose digital images using the vast 

assortment of settings that DSLR cameras 

offer. 

(NBPTS 2, 4)  

(ISTE-T 1,2,3,4) 

(McRel Tech 4, 5, 6) 

CE 2, 3, 4, 6 

4.  Understand the importance of color spaces 

when working with digital images and how 

to apply them for the best effect. 

(NBPTS 2, 4)  

(ISTE-T 1,2,3,4) 

(McRel Tech 1, 2, 5) 

CE 2, 3, 4, 6 

5. Differentiate between different sources of 

light and how to best utilize light to 

compose a photo. 

(NBPTS 2, 4)  

(ISTE-T 1,2,3,4) 

(McRel Tech 6) 

CE 2, 3, 4, 6 

6.  Apply the principles of the Exposure 

Triangle when capturing digital images.  

(NBPTS 2, 4)  

(ISTE-T 1,2,3,4) 

(McRel Tech 4, 5, 6) 

CE 2, 3, 4, 6 

7.  Apply a variety of techniques in image post-

processing to achieve the desired effect. 

(NBPTS 2, 4)  

(ISTE-T 1,2,3,4) 

(McRel Tech 2,4,5,6) 

CE 2, 3, 4, 6 

8.  Evaluate during peer discussion the 

characteristics of digital images and their 

application in student instruction  

(NBPTS 1, 2, 4, 5)  

(ISTE-T 1, 5) 

(McRel Tech 1, 2, 4) 

CE 1, 2, 4, 6 

* Please refer to the section on National Standards Addressed in This Course 
** Please refer to the section on Continuing Education Program Student Learning Outcomes 
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Topics, Assignments, and Activities 

 

Module Topics Module Assignments and Activities 

Points 

Possible  

for Each 

Unit 

Estimated 

Time to 

Complete 
Assignment 

(In Hours) 

Getting Started - Hardware 

and Software 

Introductions and lessons on 

photography hardware and photo editing 

software.  Exercises on opening and 

basic editing of digital images.  

Forum participation. 

20 5 

Capturing Images Topics related to taking digital photos 

including focus, shutter mode, exposure, 

contrast, depth of field, macro 

photography and photo composition.  

Photography hardware and file images 

will also be covered. 

Reading and self-paced video tutorials 

(screencasts) to guide you through the 

processes. 

Forum participation. 

Seven major units with 22 individual 

assignments covering the topics in this 

unit along with image editing with 

software. 

450 

 

74 

Color and Lighting Color theory and how it is used in 

photography.  Techniques in using 

different types of lighting including 

natural, flash and low-light conditions. 

Reading and self-paced video tutorials 

(screencasts) to guide you through the 

processes. 

Three major units with 11 individual 

assignments covering the topics in this 

unit along with image editing with 

software. 

230 41 

 

Individual Projects Four major projects incorporating topics 

covered in this class. 

Forum postings and participation 

discussing aspects of the project 

including how they may be used in the 

classroom. 

120 16 

TOTAL POINTS / HOURS  820 136 

 

  

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
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Grading Policies and Rubrics for Assignments 

 

● Assignments will be graded per criteria presented in the course grading rubrics. 

● Students must earn a minimum of 80% to receive credit for the assignment. 

● A = 90-100% and B= 80-89%, (anything below 80% will not receive credit.) 

● Grading Policies:  

o The discernment between an A or a B is at the discretion of the instructor based on the 

quality of work submitted (see assignment rubrics). 

o Coursework falling short of a quality equaling a B or a Credit Grade will be returned with 

further instructions. 

o All assignments must be completed to receive a grade. In addition, all assignments are 

expected to reflect the quality that teacher-training institutions require of professional 

educators. If completed assignments do not meet this standard, students will be notified with 

further instructions from the instructor. 

 

 4 - Exemplary (A) 3 - Passing (B or 

Credit) 
2-0 Failing (Needs 

further work) 
Required Elements The image elements 

include all of the 

requirements for this 

assignment.  

Most of the required 

elements are present; 

but a few may be 

missing or 

incorrectly done.  

Some of the required 

elements are 

included, but many 

are done incorrectly 

or not done at all.  
Composition Photo shows 

exemplary 

compositional 

techniques, thought, 

effort, and care.  

Includes all required 

components of a 

quality photo.  

Shows some signs of 

compositional 

techniques, thought, 

effort, and care.  

Does not use any 

compositional 

techniques, thought, 

effort, and or care.  

File Handling File name correct, 

opens properly, no 

file or program 

issues. 

File not named 

correctly, but still 

able to be opened or 

named correctly.  

File not named, 

wrong format, will 

not open properly.  

Exposure Photo is true to the 

values of the subject. 

All details are visible 

in highlights and 

shadows. 

Photo lacks some 

values of the subject. 

Photo lacks details in 

highlights and 

shadows. 

Photo does not 

represent the true 

values of the subject. 

Photo is overall too 

dark or too light. 

Details are not 

visible. 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
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 4 - Exemplary (A) 3 - Passing (B or 

Credit) 
2-0 Failing (Needs 

further work) 

Focus The focal point of the 

photo is sharp. 

The focal point is 

lacks sharpness. 

Areas other than the 

focal point may be 

sharper. Lack of 

focus has become 

distracting. 

Overall, the photo is 

not sharp. Details are 

difficult to see. 

Lighting Lighting used was 

appropriate for the 

subject chosen. 

Lighting was used for 

further expression. 

The subject has the 

correct amount of 

light for a well 

exposed image 

however lighting was 

not used has a form 

of expression. 

Lighting was not 

considered for the 

subject. 

Composition/Camera 

Angle 
Photo exhibits 

composition 

techniques to fully 

express and ideas, 

thought, belief, or 

concept. Composition 

techniques include 

rule of thirds, depth 

of field, leading lines, 

framing, simple, 

unusual angles, 

controlled 

backgrounds, and 

clear focal points. 

Photos focal point 

may not be obvious. 

Photo lacks use of the 

composition 

techniques. 

Photo does not have a 

focal point. No 

composition 

techniques were used. 

Creativity/Originality Expression is clear to 

audience and the 

interpretation of the 

subject is original and 

creative. 

The expression is not 

clear and the 

interpretation of the 

subject was not 

original or 

thoughtful. 

Photograph shows 

and attempt to 

explore the topic 

visually. 

No expression 

attempted. The photo 

appears to be a 

snapshot (no planning 

and taken spur of the 

moment). Student 

made little or no 

attempt to explore the 

subject. 

 

  

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
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Plagiarism and Academic Honesty 

 

All people participating in the educational process at Fresno Pacific University are expected to 

pursue honesty and integrity in all aspects of their academic work. Academic dishonesty, including 

plagiarism, will be handled per the procedures set forth in the Fresno Pacific University Catalogue - 

https://www.fresno.edu/students/registrars-office/academic-catalogs  

 

Discussion Forums 

 

Participation is an important expectation of this course and all online courses. Online discussions 

promote reflection and analysis while allowing students to appreciate and evaluate positions that 

others express. While students may not be engaging with the same students throughout this course 

they will be expected to offer comments, questions, and replies to the discussion question whenever 

possible. The faculty role in the discussion forum is that of an observer and facilitator. 

 

Technology Requirements 

 

To successfully complete the course requirements, course participants will need Internet access, can 

send and receive email, know how to manage simple files in a word processing program, and have a 

basic understanding of the Internet. Please remember that the instructor is not able to offer technical 

support. If you need technical support, please contact your Internet Service Provider. 

 

Moodle:  
This course will be delivered totally online. Moodle is a learning management system that provides 

students access to online resources, documents, graded assignments, quizzes, discussion forums, etc. 

with an easy to learn and use interface. To learn more about Moodle, go to: 

(https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/Student_FAQ). There are some student tutorials on the Center for 

Online Learning website at Fresno Pacific University – http://col.fresno.edu/student.   

 

Moodle Site Login and Passwords – (or other online course access information): 
Students will need to have internet access to log onto http://ce-online.fresno.edu. The username and 

password numbers for Moodle access will be sent to you by the university using the email address 

you submitted at the time of registration.  The instructor will then contact you with a welcome letter 

and login instructions. If you need help with the username and password recovery, please contact the 

Center for Professional Development at (800) 372-5505 or (559) 453-2000 during regular office 

hours - Mon-Fri 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. or email prof.dev@fresno.edu 

 

Getting Help with Moodle: 
If you need help with Moodle, please contact the Center for Online Learning (COL), by telephone or 

the website.  Help by phone (559-453-3460) is available Mon-Thurs 8:00 am to 8:00 pm and on 

Fridays from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, or by filling out a “Request Services” form at 

http://col.fresno.edu/contact/request-services.  Please identify that you are with the “School = 

Continuing Education”. 

 

  

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
https://www.fresno.edu/students/registrars-office/academic-catalogs
https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/Student_FAQ
http://col.fresno.edu/student
http://ce-online.fresno.edu/
http://col.fresno.edu/contact/request-services
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Instructor/Student Contact Information 

 

Throughout the course participants will be communicating with the instructor and their classmates 

on a regular basis using asynchronous discussion forums. A virtual office is utilized for class 

questions and students are provided with instructor contact information in the event they want to 

make phone or email contact. In addition, students are encouraged to email or phone the instructor at 

any time. Students will also receive feedback on the required assignments as they are submitted.  

 

Final Course Grade and Transcripts 

 

When all work for the course has been completed, students will need to logon to the Center for 

Professional Development website (http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd) to “Submit Grade Form”. Once the 

instructor fills out the grade form online, students may log back in to request their Grade Report as 

well as order transcripts online.  Please allow at least two weeks for the final grade to be posted.  For 

more information, see the Independent Studies Policies and Procedures at 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd/policies/ 

  

University Policies and Procedures 

Students are responsible for becoming familiar with the information presented in the Academic 

Catalog and for knowing and observing all policies and procedures related to their participation in 

the university community.  A summary of university policies may be found on the university website 

at http://registrar.fpu.edu/catalog.  

 

Fresno Pacific University Student Learning Outcomes 

 

Student Learning Outcomes Oral Communication: Students will exhibit clear, engaging, and 

confident oral communication – in both individual and group settings – and will critically 

evaluate content and delivery components.  

Written Communication: Students will demonstrate proficient written communication by 

articulating a clear focus, synthesizing arguments, and utilizing standard formats in order to 

inform and persuade others.  

Content Knowledge: Students will demonstrate comprehension of content-specific knowledge 

and the ability to apply it in theoretical, personal, professional, or societal contexts.  

Reflection: Students will reflect on their personal and professional growth and provide evidence 

of how such reflection is utilized to manage personal and vocational improvement.  

Critical Thinking: Students will apply critical thinking competencies by generating probing 

questions, recognizing underlying assumptions, interpreting and evaluating relevant information, 

and applying their understandings to new situations.  

Moral Reasoning: Students will identify and apply moral reasoning and ethical decision-making 

skills, and articulate the norms and principles underlying a Christian world-view.  

Service: Students will demonstrate service and reconciliation as a way of leadership.  

Cultural and Global Perspective: Students will identify personal, cultural, and global 

perspectives and will employ these perspectives to evaluate complex systems.  

Quantitative Reasoning: Students will accurately compute calculations and symbolic operations 

and explain their use in a field of study.  

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd/policies/
http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd/policies/
http://registrar.fpu.edu/catalog
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Information Literacy: Students will identify information needed in order to fully understand a 

topic or task, explain how that information is organized, identify the best sources of information 

for a given enquiry, locate and critically evaluate sources, and accurately and effectively share 

that information.  

 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd

