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Independent Study Online Course Syllabus 

Instructor: Eric Westland, M. Ed 

Phone Number: (435) 625-1399 

Email: eric.westland@gmail.com 

Number of Graduate Semester Units: 3 

Target Grade Level: 3rd to 14th  

Course Access: http://ce-connect.fresno.edu

Course Description 

Imagine a web page, textbook or presentation without images.  Digital imagery surrounds people’s 

modern lives, whether it is sourced from the phones carried or the almost infinite numbers of images 

available online, digital images help people to communicate, instruct and amplify what words alone 

cannot achieve.  

Working with powerful editing applications used to be expensive, but many free alternatives now 

bring most of these tools to any digital device, in the classroom and home.  In this course, students 

will learn to take any existing image and modify/improve it to help facilitate their instruction and 

how sharing these skills can help students to do the same. 

During this class, students will focus on achieving course goals primarily with the software package 

GIMP (The GNU Image Manipulation Program).  GIMP is an open-source (free, and always will be) 

program that runs on Windows, Mac, and Linux computers and accomplishes most of what can be 

done with Photoshop, and in some ways more!  While some school districts provide Photoshop for 

classroom use, most classroom students may not have a copy at home due primarily to its high cost.  

Chromebooks now number about half of the available computers for students in the American 

classroom, so this class will also provide additional support and instruction on how many of the 

same skills and educational approaches can be completed using the Chromebook version of GIMP 

and Autodesk's Pixlr. 

Students will explore both the technical aspects of image manipulation, as well as the educational 

values and applications in the classroom. They will become familiar with digital imaging skills by 

watching video screencast demonstrations created by the instructor, and completing structured 

assignments as well as open-ended assignments and projects.  The accompanying optional textbook 

will be a fantastic resource for work during the course and will be able to assist the student as they 

advance long after this course is completed. 
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Students will also have the option to adapt many of the assignments for use in their own classroom.  

Forum discussions throughout the course will allow the students to share classroom uses of digital 

photography in their classroom. 

Recommended Texts and Course Materials 

Recommended Textbook (Purchased Separately): The Book of GIMP by Olivier Lecarme and 

Karine Delvare.  Publisher: No Starch Press, ISBN–13: 978-1-59327-383-5.  This is an excellent 

resource, but you may find the instructor-created materials along with Internet resources work as 

well.   

Course Materials: Everything you may need is included in the course, including instructor-created 

video tutorials to inform and guide you.  Access to Atomic Learning is also included with the course. 

You may use your own digital images during the course, but if you need images, they are provided 

in each lesson. 

Online Resources: 

 GIMP

 GIMP in the 21st Century Classroom

 Learn GIMP: From Greenhorn to Guru in 19 Lessons

 10 Reasons You May Want To Use GIMP Instead of Photoshop

 GIMP Tutorials

 GimpWalkThrough.com

 Pixlr – Free GIMP alternative recommended for Chromebook use.

 rollapp.com – Allows GIMP to be run in a web browser (Chromebooks) with subscription.

Moodle: Moodle is a web-based course management system used to support flexible teaching and 

learning in both face-to-face and distance courses (e-learning). www.moodle.org, 

www.demo.moodle.org, www.docs.moodle.org  

Course Dates 

Self-paced; students may enroll at any time and take up to one year, from the date of registration, to 

complete assignments. Students may complete assignments in no less than three weeks (one week 

per credit), to complete the course.  

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
https://www.amazon.com/Book-GIMP-Complete-Nearly-Everything/dp/1593273835
https://www.atomiclearning.com/highed/home
https://www.gimp.org/
https://21centuryedtech.wikispaces.com/GIMP
https://www.sitepoint.com/learn-gimp/
http://www.lightstalking.com/10-reasons-gimp-is-better-than-photoshop/
https://www.gimp.org/tutorials/The_Basics/
http://gimpwalkthrough.com/
https://pixlr.com/
https://www.rollapp.com/app/gimp?from=featured
http://www.moodle.org/
http://www.demo.moodle.org/
http://www.docs.moodle.org/
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Standards Addressed in This Course 

ISTE Standards for Teachers, 2008 

1. Facilitate and Inspire Student Learning and Creativity

Teachers use their knowledge of subject matter, teaching and learning, and technology to facilitate

experiences that advance student learning, creativity, and innovation in both face-to-face and virtual

environments.

a) Promote, support, and model creative and innovative thinking and inventiveness

b) Engage students in exploring real-world issues and solving authentic problems using digital

tools and resources

c) Promote student reflection using collaborative tools to reveal and clarify students’ conceptual

understanding and thinking, planning, and creative processes

d) Model collaborative knowledge construction by engaging in learning with students,

colleagues, and others in face-to-face and virtual environments

2. Design and Develop Digital Age Learning Experiences and Assessments

Teachers design, develop, and evaluate authentic learning experiences and assessment incorporating

contemporary tools and resources to maximize content learning in context and to develop the

knowledge, skills, and attitudes identified in the ISTE·S.

a) Design or adapt relevant learning experiences that incorporate digital tools and resources to

promote student learning and creativity

b) Develop technology-enriched learning environments that enable all students to pursue their

individual curiosities and become active participants in setting their own educational goals,

managing their own learning, and assessing their own progress

c) Customize and personalize learning activities to address students’ diverse learning styles,

working strategies, and abilities using digital tools and resources

d) Provide students with multiple and varied formative and summative assessments aligned with

content and technology standards and use resulting data to inform learning and teaching

3. Model Digital Age Work and Learning

Teachers exhibit knowledge, skills, and work processes representative of an innovative professional

in a global and digital society.

a) Demonstrate fluency in technology systems and the transfer of current knowledge to new

technologies and situations

b) Collaborate with students, peers, parents, and community members using digital tools and

resources to support student success and innovation

c) Communicate relevant information and ideas effectively to students, parents, and peers using

a variety of digital age media and formats

d) Model and facilitate effective use of current and emerging digital tools to locate, analyze,

evaluate, and use information resources to support research and learning

4. Promote and Model Digital Citizenship and Responsibility

Teachers understand local and global societal issues and responsibilities in an evolving digital

culture and exhibit legal and ethical behavior in their professional practices.

a) Advocate, model, and teach safe, legal, and ethical use of digital information and technology,

including respect for copyright, intellectual property, and the appropriate documentation of

sources b. Address the diverse needs of all learners by using learner-centered strategies

providing equitable access to appropriate digital tools and resources

b) Promote and model digital etiquette and responsible social interactions related to the use of

technology and information

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
https://www.dropbox.com/s/t1su3k8neso2ek7/ISTE%20Standards%20for%20Teachers%2C%202008%20-%20Permissions%20and%20Licensing%20-%20Permitted%20Educational%20Use.pdf?dl=0
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c) Develop and model cultural understanding and global awareness by engaging with

colleagues and students of other cultures using digital age communication and collaboration

tools

5. Engage in Professional Growth and Leadership

Teachers continuously improve their professional practice, model lifelong learning, and exhibit

leadership in their school and professional community by promoting and demonstrating the effective

use of digital tools and resources.

a) Participate in local and global learning communities to explore creative applications of

technology to improve student learning

b) Exhibit leadership by demonstrating a vision of technology infusion, participating in shared

decision making and community building, and developing the leadership and technology

skills of others

c) Evaluate and reflect on current research and professional practice on a regular basis to make

effective use of existing and emerging digital tools and resources in support of student

learning

d) Contribute to the effectiveness, vitality, and self-renewal of the teaching profession

National Board for Professional Teaching Standards - The 5 Core Propositions – (NBPTS) 

1. Teachers are committed to students and their learning.

2. Teachers know the subjects they teach and how to teach those subjects to students.

3. Teachers are responsible for managing and monitoring student learning.

4. Teachers think systematically about their practice and learn from experience.

5. Teachers are members of learning communities.

McRel Technology Standards 

1. Knows the characteristics and uses of computer hardware and operating systems

2. Knows the characteristics and uses of computer software programs

3. Understands the relationships among science, technology, society, and the individual

4. Understands the nature of technological design

5. Understands the nature and operation of systems.

6. Understands the nature and uses of different forms of technology

Continuing Education Program Student Learning Outcomes 

 CE 1 Demonstrate proficient written communication by articulating a clear focus, 

synthesizing arguments, and utilizing standard formats in order to inform and persuade 

others, and present information applicable to targeted use.  

CE 2 Demonstrate comprehension of content-specific knowledge and the ability to apply it 

in theoretical, personal, professional, or societal contexts.  

CE 3 Reflect on their personal and professional growth and provide evidence of how such 

reflection is utilized to manage personal and professional improvement.  

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
http://www.nbpts.org/five-core-propositions
http://www2.mcrel.org/compendium/SubjectTopics.asp?SubjectID=19
http://www2.mcrel.org/compendium/standardDetails.asp?subjectID=19&standardID=1
http://www2.mcrel.org/compendium/standardDetails.asp?subjectID=19&standardID=2
http://www2.mcrel.org/compendium/standardDetails.asp?subjectID=19&standardID=3
http://www2.mcrel.org/compendium/standardDetails.asp?subjectID=19&standardID=4
http://www2.mcrel.org/compendium/standardDetails.asp?subjectID=19&standardID=5
http://www2.mcrel.org/compendium/standardDetails.asp?subjectID=19&standardID=6
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CE 4 Apply critical thinking competencies by generating probing questions, recognizing 

underlying assumptions, interpreting and evaluating relevant information, and applying 

their understandings to the professional setting.  

CE 5 Reflect on values that inspire high standards of professional and ethical behavior as 

they pursue excellence in applying new learning to their chosen field. 

CE 6 Identify information needed in order to fully understand a topic or task, organize that 

information, identify the best sources of information for a given enquiry, locate and 

critically evaluate sources, and accurately and effectively share that information. 

Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) for This Course 

Student Learning Outcomes in This Course 

By the end of this course the student will be 

able to: 

National Standards 

Addressed in This 

Course* 

Continuing 

Education Program 

Student Learning 

Outcomes 

Addressed** 

1. Differentiate between available open-source

applications to best meet the requirements

for their educational setting, than be able to

access and install those same applications.

(NBPTS 4)  

(ISTE-T 2,3) 

(McRel Tech 1,2,4,6) 

CE 2, CE 4, CE 6 

2. Create/modify a new image with open-

source applications such as GIMP, Pixlr

and/or Kitra.

(NBPTS 2)  

(ISTE-T 1,2,3,4) 

(McRel Tech 1, 3,4) 

CE 1 

3. Use software tools and concepts necessary to

edit and enhance images throughout several

phases of a project.

(NBPTS 2)  

(ISTE-T 1,2,3,4) 

(McRel Tech 3,4) 

CE 6 

4. Recognize the flexibility and power of

working with digital images captured in

RAW format and then converting/exporting

them to popular image formats such as

TIFF, JPG and PNG.

(NBPTS 1, 4)  

(ISTE-T 1,2,3,4) 

(McRel Tech 1, 3,4) 

CE 6 

5. Integrate images edited in GIMP, Pixlr and

Kitra for the best desired outcome and the

optimal resolution.

(NBPTS 2)  

(ISTE-T 1,2,3,4) 

(McRel Tech 3,4,6) 

CE 2, 6 

6. Incorporate projects developed using open-

source software applications into different

curriculum areas. 

(NBPTS 1,2,4,5)  

(ISTE-T 1,2,3,4,5) 

(McRel Tech 3) 

CE 2 

7. Introduce critical thinking skills to students

while editing images.

(NBPTS 1,2,3)  

(ISTE-T 1,2,3) 

(McRel Tech 4) 

CE 4 

8. Merge images into a common scene to create

a collaborative project via open-source

programs.

(NBPTS 1,2,4,5)  

(ISTE-T 1,2,3,4,5) 

(McRel Tech 4) 

CE 4 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd


 

  
 

Last Revision Date: 2/21/2017  To Register for Courses go to http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd Page 6 of 10  

 

Student Learning Outcomes in This Course 

By the end of this course the student will be 

able to: 

National Standards 

Addressed in This 

Course* 

Continuing 

Education Program 

Student Learning 

Outcomes 

Addressed** 

9.  Leverage advanced presentation techniques 

for viewing and presenting images to 

students, families and staff. 

(NBPTS 2,5)  

(NETS-T 1,2,3,4,5) 

(McRel Tech 1) 

CE 6 

10. Access and deploy the wide assortment of 

free software enhancements (plug-ins) that can 

greatly expand the power and flexibility of 

open-source software. 

 

(NBPTS 4)  

(ISTE-T 2,3) 

(McRel Tech 1,2,4,6) 

CE 2, CE 4, CE 6 

* Please refer to the section on National Standards Addressed in This Course 

** Please refer to the section on Continuing Education Program Student Learning Outcomes 

 

Topics, Assignments, and Activities 
 

Module Topics Module Assignments and Activities 

Points 

Possible  

for Each 

Unit 

Estimated 

Time to 

Complete 

Assignment 

(In Hours) 

Basic Computer Graphics - 

What is a Digital Image? 

Reading, video tutorial and Self-Test 4 6 

Getting Started - Installation 

and Establishing Your 

Workspace and Importing 

Images 

Software installation and establishing 

a proper workspace. Reading and 

video tutorials. 

0 7 

Photography Retouching - 

Colors, Selections and 

Transformations. 

Reading and nine projects using self-

paced video tutorials (screencasts) to 

guide you through the processes. 

144 54 

Advanced Digital Imaging 

Topics 

Reading and four projects using self-

paced video tutorials (screencasts) to 

guide you through the processes. 

Forum participation. 

 80 28 

Independent Projects Reading and four projects using self-

paced video tutorials (screencasts) to 

guide you through the processes. 

Students will new topics that can 

apply to their classroom in areas such 

as Digital Art, Web Page Layout and 

Design.  

Forum participation. 

100 40 

  328 135 

 

 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
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Grading Policies and Rubrics for Assignments 

 Assignments will be graded per criteria presented in the course grading rubrics.

 Students must earn a minimum of mark of 80% to receive credit for each assignment.

 All assignments must be completed.

 A = 90-100% and B= 80-89%, (anything below 80% will not receive credit.)

 Grading Policies:

o The discernment between an A or a B is at the discretion of the instructor based on the

quality of work submitted (see assignment rubrics).

o Coursework falling short of a quality equaling a B or a Credit Grade will be returned with

further instructions.

o All assignments must be completed to receive a grade. In addition, all assignments are

expected to reflect the quality that teacher-training institutions require of professional

educators. If completed assignments do not meet this standard, students will be notified with

further instructions from the instructor.

4 - Exemplary (A) 3 - Passing (B or 

Credit) 

2-0 Failing (Needs

further work)

Effort and Degree of 

Difficulty 

Student shows effort and 

strives for his best while 

working on their 

assignments.  Assignment 

demonstrates a high 

degree of difficulty in 

techniques/skills. 

Student shows some 

effort while working 

on their assignments. 

Assignment 

demonstrates some 

degree of difficulty in 

techniques/skills. 

Assignment shows 

little or no work 

during classroom lab 

or outside of class 

time.  Assignment 

demonstrates no 

degree of difficulty in 

techniques/skills. 

Use of New Tools & 

Techniques  

Has an advanced & 

knowledgeable 

understanding of tools & 

can navigate the 

software.  

Good Understanding 

of software & tools 

required for 

assignment.  

Did not implement 

the required actions 

or elements.   

Skills & 

Improvement 

Student shows extensive 

knowledge of GIMP 

and/or is showing 

extreme improvement 

from previous 

assignments. 

Student has updated 

their skills in GIMP 

and/or is showing 

some improvement 

from previous 

assignments.  

No signs of 

improvement or not 

applying learned 

skills. 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
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Plagiarism and Academic Honesty 

All people participating in the educational process at Fresno Pacific University are expected to 

pursue honesty and integrity in all aspects of their academic work. Academic dishonesty, including 

plagiarism, will be handled per the procedures set forth in the Fresno Pacific University Catalogue - 

https://www.fresno.edu/students/registrars-office/academic-catalogs  

Discussion Forums 

Participation is an important expectation of this course and all online courses. Online discussions 

promote reflection and analysis while allowing students to appreciate and evaluate positions that 

others express. While students may not be engaging with the same students throughout this course 

they will be expected to offer comments, questions, and replies to the discussion question whenever 

possible. The faculty role in the discussion forum is that of an observer and facilitator. 

Technology Requirements 

To successfully complete the course requirements, course participants will need Internet access, can 

send and receive email, know how to manage simple files in a word processing program, and have a 

basic understanding of the Internet. Please remember that the instructor is not able to offer technical 

support. If you need technical support, please contact your Internet Service Provider. 

Moodle:  

This course will be delivered totally online. Moodle is a learning management system that provides 

students access to online resources, documents, graded assignments, quizzes, discussion forums, etc. 

with an easy to learn and use interface. To learn more about Moodle, go to: 

(https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/Student_FAQ). There are some student tutorials on the Center for 

Online Learning website at Fresno Pacific University – http://col.fresno.edu/student.   

Moodle Site Login and Passwords – (or other online course access information): 

Students will need to have internet access to log onto http://ce-connect.fresno.edu. The username

and password numbers for Moodle access will be sent to you by the university using the email 

address you submitted at the time of registration.  The instructor will then contact you with a 

welcome letter and login instructions. If you need help with the username and password recovery, 

please contact the 

Creativity Several of the graphic 

elements and/or images 

used in the project reflect 

an exceptional degree of 

student creativity in their 

assignment.  

One or two of the 

graphic elements 

and/or images used in 

the project reflect 

student creativity in 

their assignment. 

Did not implement 

the required actions 

or elements.  

Followed Directions/ 

Met Requirements 

Followed all aspects of 

the directions perfectly. 

All requirements are met 

and exceeded. 

Followed most of the 

directions. All 

requirements are met. 

Followed little or 

none of the 

directions. More than 

one requirement was 

not completely met. 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
https://www.fresno.edu/students/registrars-office/academic-catalogs
https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/Student_FAQ
http://col.fresno.edu/student
http://ce-connect.fresno.edu/
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Center for Professional Development at (800) 372-5505 or (559) 453-2000 during regular office 

hours - Mon-Fri 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. or email prof.dev@fresno.edu 

Getting Help with Moodle: 

If you need help with Moodle, please contact the Center for Online Learning (COL), by telephone or 

the website.  Help by phone (559-453-3460) is available Mon-Thurs 8:00 am to 8:00 pm and on 

Fridays from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, or by filling out a “Request Services” form at 

http://col.fresno.edu/contact/request-services.  Please identify that you are with the “School = 

Continuing Education”. 

Instructor/Student Contact Information 

Throughout the course participants will be communicating with the instructor and their classmates 

on a regular basis using asynchronous discussion forums. A virtual office is utilized for class 

questions and students are provided with instructor contact information in the event they want to 

make phone or email contact. In addition, students are encouraged to email or phone the instructor at 

any time. Students will also receive feedback on the required assignments as they are submitted.  

Final Course Grade and Transcripts 

When all work for the course has been completed, students will need to logon to the Center for 

Professional Development website (http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd) to “Submit Grade Form”. Once the 

instructor fills out the grade form online, students may log back in to request their Grade Report as 

well as order transcripts online.  Please allow at least two weeks for the final grade to be posted.  For 

more information, see the Independent Studies Policies and Procedures at 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd/policies/ 

University Policies and Procedures 
Students are responsible for becoming familiar with the information presented in the Academic 

Catalog and for knowing and observing all policies and procedures related to their participation in 

the university community.  A summary of university policies may be found on the university website 

at http://registrar.fpu.edu/catalog.  

Fresno Pacific University Student Learning Outcomes 

Student Learning Outcomes Oral Communication: Students will exhibit clear, engaging, and 

confident oral communication – in both individual and group settings – and will critically 

evaluate content and delivery components.  

Written Communication: Students will demonstrate proficient written communication by 

articulating a clear focus, synthesizing arguments, and utilizing standard formats in order to 

inform and persuade others.  

Content Knowledge: Students will demonstrate comprehension of content-specific knowledge 

and the ability to apply it in theoretical, personal, professional, or societal contexts.  

Reflection: Students will reflect on their personal and professional growth and provide evidence 

of how such reflection is utilized to manage personal and vocational improvement.  

Critical Thinking: Students will apply critical thinking competencies by generating probing 

questions, recognizing underlying assumptions, interpreting and evaluating relevant information, 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
http://col.fresno.edu/contact/request-services
http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd/policies/
http://registrar.fpu.edu/catalog
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and applying their understandings to new situations. 

Moral Reasoning: Students will identify and apply moral reasoning and ethical decision-making 

skills, and articulate the norms and principles underlying a Christian world-view.  

Service: Students will demonstrate service and reconciliation as a way of leadership. 

Cultural and Global Perspective: Students will identify personal, cultural, and global 

perspectives and will employ these perspectives to evaluate complex systems.  

Quantitative Reasoning: Students will accurately compute calculations and symbolic operations 

and explain their use in a field of study.  

Information Literacy: Students will identify information needed in order to fully understand a 

topic or task, explain how that information is organized, identify the best sources of information 

for a given enquiry, locate and critically evaluate sources, and accurately and effectively share 

that information.  

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd

