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Independent Study Course Syllabus 

Course Number:   SOC 969 

Course Title:  The Great Depression 
 
 Online X Distance Learning 
 

Instructor:  Allen Carden, Ph.D.  
Phone number:  (559) 438-8430 
Email:  ACarden@aol.com 

Units: 3 
Grade Level: 5-12  

Course Description 
Explore the Great Depression, the single most important economic event of the 20th Century. 
Attention will be given to the causes, events, policies, movements, personalities, and human 
tragedy and triumph of this era through an interdisciplinary historical perspective that will 
examine economic, political, psychological, and sociological aspects of the greatest economic 
crisis ever faced by the United States.  Course requirements include practical application to 
classroom settings. Assignments have been developed to align with Common Core State 
Standards for Literacy and Writing in History/Social Science. 

Course Dates 
Self-paced; students may enroll at any time and take up to one year to complete assignments.  
You have up to one year from the date of registration, and no less than three weeks (one week 
per credit), to complete the course.  

Course Materials 
Included with the course is a student information and assignment workbook.   Learning materials 
required for this course include a book by Gene Smiley, Rethinking the Great Depression (2002), 
a History Channel DVD, The Great Depression, and the assignment workbook which includes a 
select bibliography. It is the student’s responsibility to obtain the book and the History 
Channel DVD, as well as obtaining a copy of the film The Grapes of Wrath starring Henry 
Fonda.  
 
Course Requirements 
Students will demonstrate mastery of stated learning objectives for this course by successful 
completion of a series of required assignments aligned with those learning objectives. Please see 
the list of assignments with detailed instructions under the Schedule of Topics and 

Center for Professional Development 
1717 S. Chestnut Ave. 

Fresno, CA 93702-4709 
(800) 372-5505 

http://ce.fresno.edu 
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Assignments section below.  The following assignments are all required, and contain the 
maximum point values indicated below: 

1. Watch and respond to DVD episodes of The Great Depression  – 40 points 
2. Summary of book by Smiley, Rethinking the Great Depression– 50 points 
3. Reviews of Rethinking the Great Depression – 10 points 
4. Website evaluation – 5 points  
5. Hoover – FDR comparison paper – 15 points 
6. New Deal agencies report – 15 points  
7. Interview or Dorothea Lange report – 15 points 
8. Grapes of Wrath essay – 20 points 
9. (a) Develop, teach, and evaluate a lesson or (b) develop two lessons (no teaching 

required) – 25 points (either option) 
10. Evaluation and application – 5 points 

  
Completed assignments are to be submitted all together at the conclusion of the course.  Work 
need not be bound, but should be placed in numerical assignment order.  All written work should 
be typed and double-spaced.  Work will be returned to the student only if a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope is submitted with completed assignments. 
 
Assignments have been designed to promote learning outcomes that are aligned with the national 
content standards (see below). 

National Content / Common Core Standards  
Based on national history standards developed by NCHS (National Center for History in Schools 
at UCLA), this course will help prepare teachers to address the following: 
 
World History – Era 8, Standard 3E, Grades 5-12: 
 
The student understands the causes and global consequences of the Great Depression.  Therefore, 
the student is able to: 
 

• Analyze the financial, economic, and social causes of the Depression and why it spread to 
most parts of the world 

• Assess the human costs of the Depression, and compare its impact on the economy and 
society of different countries and economic regions of the world. 

• Analyze how the Depression contributed to the growth of socialist and communist 
movements and how it affected capitalist economic theory and practice in leading 
industrial powers in the West. 

• Describe how governments, businesses, social groups, families, and individuals 
endeavored to cope with the hardships of world depression. 

 
United States History – Era 8, Standards 1 and 2, Grades 5-12: 
 
Standard 1A:   The student understands the causes of the crash of 1929 and the Great Depression. 
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Standard 1B:    The student understands how American life changed during the 1930’s. 
 
Standard 2A: The student understands the New Deal and the presidency of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. 
 
Standard 2B:  The student understands the impact of the New Deal on workers and the labor 
movement. 
 
Standard 2C:  The student understands opposition to the New Deal, the alternative programs of 
its detractors, and the legacy of the New Deal. 
  

  
State Content standards applicable to the state in which you reside may be found in one or more 
of the following links: 

www.mcrel.org/standards-benchmarks 
www.education-world.com/standards 
http://www.academicbenchmarks.com/search/  

Through the assignments and learning objectives designed for this course, Common Core 
Standards in Reading and Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies are 
addressed (see appendix). 
 
Learning Objectives 
Specifically for this course, students should be able to do the following (which align with several 
standards enumerated above): 

 
1. Understand the causes of the stock market crash and the Great Depression.  

      Assignments: 1,2 
2.   Analyze government’s responses to the crisis of the Great Depression in both the Hoover and     

Roosevelt Administrations. 
      Assignments: 1,2,5,6 

3.   Understand the stresses placed on American democracy by the Great Depression and the rise           
      of alternative worldviews. 

 
      Assignments: 1,2,8 

4. Understand the magnitude of suffering and deprivation caused by the Great Depression. 
      Assignments: 1,2,7,8 

5. Be aware of the imprint of the Great Depression on the American psyche both then and now. 
      Assignments: 1,2,6,7 

6. Analyze the legacy of the Great Depression and New Deal. 
      Assignments: 1,2,6,9 

7. Understand how the Great Depression ended. 
      Assignments: 1,2 

8. Gather materials useful for teaching about the Great Depression. 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
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      Assignments: 1,2,4,5,6,7,8  
9. Demonstrate mastery of age-appropriate content by developing a lesson plan suitable for the 

grade level taught. 
      Assignment: 10 

 
 
Schedule of Topics and Assignments 
Email the instructor when you receive your course materials, and to ask any questions that 
you may have as you begin the course.  Assignments below are each given a point value 
that reflects the maximum points possible. 
 

1. Watch the History Channel DVD, The Great Depression.  For each of the four episodes 
on the DVD (The Great Shake Up, Face the Music, Striking Back, and Desperate 
Measures) select one major topic or theme per episode that you find of special interest 
and/or see as having potential for your students’ understanding of the era of the Great 
Depression.  In essay or power point format, summarize the topic/theme and give key 
concepts and sufficient details appropriate to the level of students you teach.  Each 
topic/theme should be described in a 2-page essay (typed, double-spaced, size 12 font) or 
a 5-6 slide power point presentation.  You may, if you wish, use all-essay, or all-power 
point, or a mixture of both.  Point value = 10 points for each of four themes for 40 
points total.  

 
Rubric for 
assignment #1 
(per episode): 

Good (5 pts) Acceptable (4 pts) Inadequate (<4 pts) 

Selection of  
major theme – (4 
themes – 5 pts 
each)  
Total 40 pts. 
 

Theme is highly 
significant and stated 
clearly with 
no errors 

Theme is less  
compelling but 
still relevant and/or 
stated less clearly 
with minor errors 

Theme is not 
significant 
and/or is unclear with  
noticeable errors 
 

  Total Points/20  
 

Good (5 pts) Acceptable (4 pts) Inadequate (<4 pts) 
Summary of key 
concepts 
in writing 
 

Major concepts 
are covered in clear 
concise prose with 
no errors 
 

Most major 
concepts are covered 
adequately with  
minor errors  
 

Major concepts are 
missed and/or 
described 
inadequately with 
errors that detract 
noticeably 

  Total Points/20  

OR Good (5 pts) Acceptable (4 pts) Inadequate (<4 pts) 
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Summary of key 
concepts 
in power point 
 

Major concepts 
are covered in clear 
concise slides with 
no errors 

Most major 
concepts are covered 
in reasonably clear 
slides with 
minor errors 

Major concepts are 
missed and/or 
depicted inadequately 
with errors that 
detract noticeably 

  Total Points/20  
 
      

2. Read the book by Gene Smiley, Rethinking the Great Depression.  For each of the 5 
chapters, provide a 1-2 page summary overview or 5-6 slide power point presentation.  It 
is not easy to consolidate detailed material into such a small space, but this will force you 
to think about the big picture the author is trying to communicate in each chapter.  
Especially in chapters giving detailed economic theories, just think about the “big 
picture” and don’t bog down in too much detail. In addition to the summary for each 
chapter, indicate one significant new insight that you have gleaned from the chapter and 
how you might incorporate this insight into your teaching (not a fully developed lesson 
plan but merely indicate in a paragraph how you might approach this topic with your 
students).  Point value = 10 points for each chapter for 50 points total. 

  
Rubric for 
assignment #2 
(per chapter): 
5 chapters X 10 
pts each 

Good (5 pts) Acceptable (4 pts) Inadequate (<4 pts) 

Description of 
significant 
teaching insight 

Insight is highly 
significant and stated 
clearly with no errors 

Insight is less compelling 
but still relevant and/or 
stated less clearly with 
minor errors 

Theme is not 
significant and/or is 
unclear with 
noticeable errors  

  Total Points/25  
 Good (5 pts) Acceptable (4 pts) Inadequate (<4 pts) 
Written 
summary 
 

Major concepts 
are covered in clear 
concise prose with 
no errors 
 

Most major 
concepts are covered 
adequately with minor 
errors  

Major concepts are 
missed and/or 
described 
inadequately with 
errors that detract 
noticeably 

  Total Points/25  
OR Good (5 pts) Acceptable (4 pts) Inadequate (<4 pts) 

Power point 
summary 
 

Major concepts 
are covered in clear 
concise slides with 
no errors 

 

Most major 
concepts are covered 
in reasonably clear 
slides with   
minor errors 

Major concepts are 
missed and/or 
depicted inadequately 
with errors that 
detract noticeably 
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  Total Points/25  
 

3. Read two reviews of Smiley’s book, Rethinking the Great Depression. Compare the 
reviewer’s ideas with your own thoughts on the book and write a 2-page summary of 
what you believe to be strengths and weaknesses of the book.  List the reviews you read 
at the end of your essay.  Point value = 10 points. 

 
Rubric for 
assignment #3: Good (5 pts)   Acceptable (4 pts)   Inadequate (<4 pts) 

Comparison of 
reviews with your 
own views 

Significant insights  
stated clearly with no 
errors 

Less compelling insights 
stated with no more than 
minor error 

Weak insights and/or 
significant errors 

 Good (5 pts)   Acceptable (4 pts)   Inadequate (<4 pts) 
Summary of  
book’s strengths 
and weaknesses 
 

Major concepts are 
covered in clear 
concise prose with 
no errors 

Most major concepts are 
covered adequately with  
minor errors  
 

Major concepts are 
missed and/or 
described 
inadequately with 
errors that detract 
noticeably 

  Total Points/10  
                
4. Do an Internet search of 5 websites that you believe offer teachers useful information 

about the Great Depression.  List each site and briefly summarize the materials available 
on each site.  Point value = 5 points. 

 
Rubric for 
assignment #4: Good (5 pts)   Acceptable (4 pts)   Inadequate (<4 pts) 

Selection and 
description of   
Internet sites 

Excellent sites are 
selected and are 
described clearly 
without errors 

Good sites are selected 
and are described 
adequately with no more 
than minor errors 

Weak sites are elected 
and/or sites are poorly 
described with 
significant errors 

  Total Points/5  
 
           

At this point, email the instructor to give an update of your progress, and to ask any 
questions you may have. 
 

5. Compare and contrast the approaches to the Great Depression taken by Herbert Hoover 
and Franklin D. Roosevelt.  How much blame and/or credit do you think each of them 
should receive for the events that occurred during their presidencies relative to the Great 
Depression and how they responded to it?  In addition to the DVD and book assigned for 
this course, use at least three other sources and list them in a bibliography at the end of 
your 3-4 page paper.  Point value = 15 points. 
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Rubric for 
assignment #5: Good (5 pts)   Acceptable (4 pts)   Inadequate (<4 pts) 

Comparison 
of  the two  
“Depression 
Presidents” 

Significant  
insights  stated 
clearly with no 
errors 

Less compelling insights 
stated with no more than 
minor errors 

Weak insights and/or 
significant errors  

Coverage of key 
ideas 

Major points are 
covered well 

Most major points 
are covered at least 
adequately 

Some major points 
omitted and/or points 
expressed poorly 

Selection of  
sources 

Sources are 
Excellent; provide 
thorough accurate 
and detailed 
information 

Sources are good, but 
may not be as thorough or 
may lack accuracy or 
detail 

Sources are weak/ 
inadequate 

  Total Points/15  
   

6. Select two of the New Deal programs/agencies of FDR’s administration; one that was 
successful in your opinion and one that was not successful.  Briefly summarize the 
purpose of each and what factors contributed to its success or failure.  Write a 2-3 page 
report (total) describing and evaluating these programs/agencies. Offer your opinion in a 
concluding paragraph of the legacy of the New Deal to this day. Point value = 15 points.   

 
 
Rubric for 
assignment #6: Good (9-10 pts)   Acceptable (8 pts)   Inadequate (<8 pts) 

Selection and 
Analysis of New  
Deal Agencies 
 

Appropriate 
agencies analyzed 
with keen insight 
and no errors 

Appropriate 
agencies analyzed 
adequately with 
few errors 

Inappropriate 
agencies 
selected and/or weak 
analysis with 
significant errors 

 Good (5 pts)   Acceptable (4 pts)   Inadequate (<4 pts) 
Opinion of the 
Legacy of the  
New Deal 

Insightful and well-
written opinion that is 
insightful and clearly 
stated with supported 
arguments 

Good comments 
adequately written and 
insightful with minor 
errors; Opinions are not 
strongly supported 

Comments lack 
insight and/or are 
poorly written and/or 
contain significant 
errors 

  Total Points/15  
   

7. Interview someone who lived in the United States in the 1930’s and was born no later 
than 1925 (so they will have some first-hand memory of the Great Depression).  Family 
members are acceptable, even suggested. Ask them about their experiences and 
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recollections of the Depression era, and write up a one page summary of your interview 
with them.  Point value = 15 points.  
Alternative assignment: If you are unable to find a person to interview that fits the 
criteria above, you may research and write a brief report (2 pages) on the work done 
during the Depression by photographer Dorothea Lange.   
 

Rubric for 
assignment #7:  Good (13-15 pts)   Acceptable (11-12 pts)   Inadequate (<11 pts) 

Summary of 
Interview 
 

Responses indicate 
thoughtful line of 
questioning and 
summary is well 
written  

Responses indicate 
adequate line of 
questioning and  
summary is written 
adequately 

Responses indicate  
lack of thoughtful 
questions and 
summary is poorly 
written 

OR Good (13-15 pts)   Acceptable (11-12 pts)   Inadequate (<11 pts) 
Written report on 
Dorothea Lange 

Key aspects of 
her life and work 
are covered in 
well-written form 

Adequate coverage 
of her life and work 
are expressed in 
adequate written form 

Report lacks sufficient 
coverage and/or is 
poorly written 

  Total Points/15  
                          

8. Watch the classic film starring Henry Fonda based on John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of 
Wrath.  Based on this film, as well as the Great Depression DVD and the other reading, 
research, and the interview you have done for this course, write a 2-3 page essay about 
the emotional impact the Great Depression had on the Joad Family and Americans in 
general in the 1930’s.  Point value = 20 points. 
 

Rubric for 
assignment #8:  Good (17-20 pts)   Acceptable (15-16 pts)   Inadequate (<15 pts) 

Ability to 
synthesize 
materials into a 
coherent essay 

Evidence of 
insightful synthesis 
in well-written form 
 

Evidence of adequate 
synthesis in acceptable 
written form 
 

Weak treatment of the 
question and/or poorly 
written 
 

  Total Points/20  
              

9. In a 1-2 page essay, compare the more recent economic downturn of 2008-2009 with the 
Great Depression.  How similar and how different are the two experiences?  Do you think 
it is likely or even possible that we could experience economic times as bad as the Great 
Depression in our own day?  Point value = 10 points. 

 
Rubric for 
assignment #9: Good (9-10 pts)   Acceptable (8 pts)   Inadequate (<8 pts) 

Comparative 
essay 

Key comparisons 
are made in compel 

Adequate coverage 
of comparisons 

Report lacks sufficient 
coverage and/or is 
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ling and well-written 
form 

expressed in adequate 
written form 

poorly written 

  Total Points/10  
        

10. Develop and teach a lesson dealing with some aspect of the Great Depression.  Submit 
your lesson plan as well as an evaluation of how the lesson was received by your students 
and what you might change if you teach the lesson again.  If you are unable to teach a 
lesson at this time, submit two different lesson plans.  In either case, list state standards 
that you hope to meet through your lesson(s). Be sure to indicate what grade level is 
involved in your lesson(s).  Point value = 25 points.  Below is a sample lesson plan 
suggested for your use: 
 
 

Rubric for assignment 
#10: Good (5 pts)   Acceptable (4 

pts)   
Inadequate (<4 

pts) 
Purpose and 
Objectives/Outcomes 

Purpose and Objectives/ 
Outcomes are clearly 
stated, measurable, and 
appropriate for grade-
level; used action verbs 
(Bloom’s Taxonomy) 

Purpose and 
Objectives/ 
Outcomes are not 
as clearly stated, 
measurable, and 
appropriate for 
grade-level; not 
as clear as 
“Good” 

Purpose and 
Objectives/ 
Outcomes are 
vague, not 
measurable, and 
not appropriate for 
grade-level 

Assessments and  
 
Critical Thinking 
Questions to help spark 
discussion 

Assessments are 
measureable and 
correspond to outcomes 
and expectations of 
lesson. Explanation 
provided on how tools 
are used and what criteria 
was applied to accurately 
assess outcomes. 
 
Questions provide 
thought provoking 
responses from students, 
including “below the 
surface” questions. 

Assessments are 
measureable but 
may not 
correspond 
clearly to 
outcomes and 
expectations of 
lesson; 
tools used and 
criteria to assess 
outcomes may not 
align to outcomes 
and accurate 
assessment 
 
Questions provide 
thought 
provoking 
responses from 
students, but lack 

Assessments are 
not measureable 
and/or don’t  
correspond clearly 
to outcomes and 
expectations of 
lesson; 
tools used and 
criteria to assess 
outcomes do not 
align or support to 
outcomes or 
accurate 
assessment 
 
Questions do not 
provide thought 
provoking 
responses from 
students, lack 
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depth.  depth and do not 
encourage critical 
thinking 

Curriculum 
Expectations/ State or 
National Standards 
addressed 

Appropriate state 
standards are clearly 
identified and  complete; 
aligned to outcomes 

Appropriate state 
standards are not 
clearly identified 
or  complete and 
lack clear 
alignment to 
outcomes 

Appropriate state 
standards are not 
identified or are 
incomplete; not 
aligned to 
outcomes 

Materials/Resources/ 
and Technology 

Materials /Resources/ 
Technology are 
appropriate for grade 
level, support standards, 
and provide accurate 
insightful information 

Materials 
/Resources/ 
Technology are 
appropriate for 
grade level but 
lack clear support 
of standards, not 
as complete or 
insightful 

Materials 
/Resources/ 
Technology are not 
appropriate for 
grade level, do not 
support standards, 
and do not provide 
accurate insightful 
information 

Instructional Strategies, 
Accommodations, and 
Student activities 

Instructional strategies, 
accommodations, and 
Student activities 
Address the diverse 
learner, are clearly 
defined, and include all 6 
elements outlined in 
Lesson Plan Template 

Instructional 
strategies, 
accommodations, 
and Student 
activities 
Address the 
diverse learner, 
but are not as  
clearly defined, 
and include less 
than  6 of the 
elements 

Instructional 
strategies, 
accommodations, 
and Student 
activities 
Do not ddress the 
diverse learner, are 
not clearly defined, 
and include less 
than 4 elements 

  Total Points/25  
 

 
Lesson Plan Template 

 
Standards-Based Lesson Plan Criteria to Consider 
(Follow these guidelines.  Students may use a site or district required lesson plan template, but be 
sure to include the following information): 
 
I. Topic/Title: ______________________ Target Grade/Age Group: _________ 
 
II. Purpose/Objectives/Outcomes: 
(Address your objectives to all relevant domains, e.g. cognitive, affective, psychomotor. 
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Address knowledge, performance, process skills) 
The Student will be able to: 
 
III. Assessment of student outcomes: 
(Which assessment method will be used—Types of assessment modes that can be used): 

Recorded observation;  
Portfolio; 
Checklist/Rubric;  
Oral or written;  
Student Self-Assessment; 
Project, Performance or Demonstration;  
Journal; 
Conferencing/Feedback;  
Pre and Post Testing; 
Other Assignments  
 
Describe how tools are used and what criteria was applied to assess outcomes: 

 
IV. Curriculum Expectations/State or National Standards addressed: 
 
V. Materials/Resources/Technology: 
 
VII. Instructional Strategies, Accommodations, and Student activities: 
(Addressing the diverse learner: Should include): 

 
 introductory activity - Anticipatory Set (Lead-In): (Prior knowledge needed for 
understanding) 
 tactics for engaging student motivation 
 step-by-step procedures regarding what the teacher and the learners will do (include 
and an estimate of time.) 
 Address accommodations made for differentiated learning for individual students. 
 Address how paraprofessionals/volunteers will support learning in the classroom. (if 
applicable) 
 Consider gender/ability, multicultural, and learning styles.) 

TAXONOMY TEACHING STRATEGIES 
Knowledge Concept Attainment 
Comprehension Discussion 
Application Expository (lecture) 
Analysis Direct Instruction 
Synthesis Inquiry/Guided Discovery 
Evaluation Cooperative Learning 
Problem-based Learning 

 
CRITICAL THINKING QUESTIONS TO HELP SPARK DISCUSSION: 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
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VIII. Self-Evaluation/Assessment: 
Work habits skills and student behaviors to be worked on next time: 
(Did you accomplish your objectives? What would you change?) 
 
 

11. Evaluation and application.  Indicate things that you appreciate about the course, and 
things that you would change.  Also indicate how helpful this course will be to you in 
your teaching. 
Point value = 5 points.  

 
Please email the instructor to notify him when all assignments have been completed and 
your work is in the mail.  
 

 
Evidence of Learning   
In evaluating your work, the instructor will look for 

• evidence of mastery of learning objectives through students’ reflective writing 
assignments 

• evidence of thoughtful analysis of learning objectives through ability to make practical 
application of the material in lesson plans 

• evidence of  “economic literacy” related to the Great Depression (an awareness of the 
nature of market economies,  factors that create imbalance in them resulting in economic 
downturns, and the benefits and risks of government intervention in market economies)   

• evidence of the ability to synthesize large amounts of material in written and video forms 
and distill the essence of the material using critical thinking skills demonstrated in 
student’s written assignments  

• evidence of growth in historical understanding of the causes and effects of the Great 
Depression, including the legacy of the New Deal 

 
Grading Policies and Rubrics 
It is possible to earn a maximum of 200 points by completing these assignments.  The final 
course grade will be determined as follows: 
 180 - 200 points = A 
 160 - 179 points = B 
Below 160 points is not considered acceptable passing work.  Students requesting a letter grade 
must earn a grade of “A” or “B” to receive credit for the course.  Students selecting a “Credit / 
No Credit option must earn at least xxx points to receive “Credit.” 
 

• The discernment between an A or a B is at the discretion of the instructor based on the 
quality of work submitted when judged against the rubric (see below). 

• Coursework falling short of a quality equaling a B or a Credit Grade will be returned with 
further instructions. 
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• All assignments must be completed in order to receive a grade. In addition, all 
assignments are expected to reflect the quality that teacher-training institutions require of 
professional educators. If completed assignments do not meet this standard, students will 
be notified with further instructions from the instructor. 

  
          

Grading Options 
Course participants have the option of requesting a letter grade or a credit/no credit when 
submitting the online grade form. Students will submit request for online grading when 
coursework has been completed.    

Instructor/Student Contact 
A minimum of three contacts between the instructor and student is required as part of the course 
assignments.  Email (see instructor contact information above) is the preferred means of contact.  
Contact #1 should be made when the student receives and has looked over the course materials. 
Instructor prompt for contact #1: Have you received all of the course materials, and do you 
understand what is expected for successful completion of the course?  Contact #2 should be 
made when the student has completed assignment #5. Instructor prompt for contact #2: Are 
there any questions or concerns you have about the course material and assignments so 
far?  What has been of most benefit to you in the course to this point?  Contact #3 should be 
made when the student has completed all assignments and is ready to send them to the instructor 
for grading.  Instructor prompt for contact #3: Have you completed all assignments, and 
requested online grading? Are there any questions or concerns you have at this point?  
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Final Course Grade and Transcripts 
When all work for the course has been completed, students will need to logon to the Center for 
Professional Development website (http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd) to “Submit Grade Form”. Once the 
instructor fills out the grade form online, students may log back in to request their Grade Report 
as well as order transcripts online.  Please allow at least two weeks for the final grade to be 
posted.  For more information see the Independent Studies Policies and Procedures that were 
sent to you when you received your course materials, or in your online course. They are 
available, also at http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd - under General Information > CPD Policies. 
 
 
Credit Hour Documentation: 
See separate Course Hours Worksheet 

 

Plagiarism and Academic Honesty  
All people participating in the educational process at Fresno Pacific University are expected to 
pursue honesty and integrity in all aspects of their academic work. Academic dishonesty, 
including plagiarism, will be handled according to the procedures set forth in the Fresno Pacific 
University Catalogue. URL http://www.fresno.edu.   
 
CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGRAM STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
 

CE 1.  Demonstrate proficient written communication by articulating a clear focus, synthesizing 
arguments, and utilizing standard formats in order to inform and persuade others, and present 
information applicable to targeted use.  
CE 2.  Demonstrate comprehension of content-specific knowledge and the ability to apply it in 
theoretical, personal, professional, or societal contexts.  
CE 3. Reflect on their personal and professional growth and provide evidence of how such 
reflection is utilized to manage personal and professional improvement.  
CE 4.  Apply critical thinking competencies by generating probing questions, recognizing 
underlying assumptions, interpreting and evaluating relevant information, and applying their 
understandings to the professional setting.  
CE 5.  Reflect on values that inspire high standards of professional and ethical behavior as they 
pursue excellence in applying new learning to their chosen field. 
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CE 6.  Identify information needed in order to fully understand a topic or task, organize that 
information, identify the best sources of information for a given enquiry, locate and critically 
evaluate sources, and accurately and effectively share that information.  

 
 
 
 
FRESNO PACIFIC UNIVERSITY STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 
Student Learning Outcomes Oral Communication: Students will exhibit clear, engaging, and 
confident oral communication – in both individual and group settings – and will critically 
evaluate content and delivery components.  
Written Communication: Students will demonstrate proficient written communication by 
articulating a clear focus, synthesizing arguments, and utilizing standard formats in order to 
inform and persuade others.  
Content Knowledge: Students will demonstrate comprehension of content-specific knowledge 
and the ability to apply it in theoretical, personal, professional, or societal contexts.  
Reflection: Students will reflect on their personal and professional growth and provide evidence 
of how such reflection is utilized to manage personal and vocational improvement.  
Critical Thinking: Students will apply critical thinking competencies by generating probing 
questions, recognizing underlying assumptions, interpreting and evaluating relevant information, 
and applying their understandings to new situations.  
Moral Reasoning: Students will identify and apply moral reasoning and ethical decision-making 
skills, and articulate the norms and principles underlying a Christian world-view.  
Service: Students will demonstrate service and reconciliation as a way of leadership.  
Cultural and Global Perspective: Students will identify personal, cultural, and global 
perspectives and will employ these perspectives to evaluate complex systems.  
Quantitative Reasoning: Students will accurately compute calculations and symbolic operations 
and explain their use in a field of study.  
Information Literacy: Students will identify information needed in order to fully understand a 
topic or task, explain how that information is organized, identify the best sources of information 
for a given enquiry, locate and critically evaluate sources, and accurately and effectively share 
that information.  
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