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Independent Studies Course Syllabus 
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*Course Creator: Carol Gossett 
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Number of Units:  3 

Grade Level: Preschool – Kindergarten – First Grade 

Course Description 

 Emergent Literacy is a review of the research, related activities, and learning strategies for 

building literacy in the young learner.  Emergent Literacy is a multifaceted process. The ability to 

associate print with meaning begins early in a child’s life and continues until the child reaches the 

stage of conventional reading and writing. Through the course text: Emergent Literacy in 

Kindergarten: A Review of the Research and Related Suggested Activities and Learning Strategies, 

students are given the opportunity to review research which addresses the Oral and the Written 

Register and Development of Reading Comprehension, Phonological Processing, and Writing.  

 Applications of the research under review are offered through the chapter, Activities and 

Learning Strategies. These child-centered experiences in the area of early literacy apply many of 

the teaching strategies described in the research and guiding documents students will be reviewing. 

Direct ties to Common Core Standards in Language Arts and PreSchool Learning Foundations are 

made throughout the text and course assignments. 

 This course on emergent literacy is for early childhood teachers, reading specialists, and 

administrators. The focus of the course is on children four to six years of age who are in Pre K, 

Kindergarten, and First Grade. Classroom activities are designed for young learners to experience 

individually, in small learning groups, or with the whole class. 

Course Materials 

 

Course Instruction Manual describing course requirements, standards, and other Fresno 

Pacific University Information.  

 

Emergent Literacy in Kindergarten: A Review of the Research and Related Suggested 

Activities and Learning Strategies by Violet B. Robinson, Gretchen Ross, and Harriet C. Neal  

is the course textbook which contains a review of current research, suggested classroom 

activities and techniques for classroom application.  

 

mailto:saf4@fpu.edu
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Sierra Bear Adventures with Rhyming Sounds by Carol Gossett is a children’s rhyming 

storybook and a collection of classroom activities designed to apply teaching strategies 

presented in the course text.  

 

California Preschool Learning Foundations CA Department of Education publication 

 

Online Resources – Additional course materials will be provided as direct links to 

relevant online resources including articles, webinars, and other valuable materials 

which directly address and support course content in the Common Core State Standards 

or the CA Preschool Learning Foundations. Further investigation by the student into the 

standards is encouraged through course assignments. 

Technology Requirements:   

In order to successfully complete the course requirements, course participants will need Internet access, 

be able to send and receive email, know how to manage simple files in a word processing program, and 

have a basic understanding of the Internet. 

Please remember that the instructor is not able to offer technical support. In the event that you need 

technical support, please contact your Internet Service Provider. 

Course Requirements 

1. Read the text, Emergent Literacy. 

2. Kindergarten-First Grade teachers, locate the Common Core State Standards in Language 

Arts for your grade level. PreSchool teachers: locate your Preschool standards or use the 

CA PreSchool Learning Foundations as a reference for curriculum standards.    

3. Complete all writing assignments. All written assignments are to be double spaced, 1 

inch margins all around, and 12 point font, New Times Roman. 

4. Guide classroom students through selected lessons included with course materials or if 

you do not have a class of students available to you, prepare materials for a selection of 

10 lessons from the Sierra Bear unit and/or Learning Games. OR contact the instructor 

for possible alternate assignments. I sincerely want this course to be useful for you and to 

connect to your classroom needs – I do not want you to complete assignments that are 

“busy work” that do not connect to your classroom resources needs. See Schedule of 

Topics and Assignments for details. 

5. Final project, present the final project (PowerPoint presentation) to a group of parents or 

colleagues. Ask the participants to complete an evaluation of your presentation and return 

these to the instructor with your final project. Evaluation form included is posted with 

course materials. 

State Preschool Standards/Foundations 

Preschool teachers/students are asked to make connections to state standards in language arts 

The California Preschool Foundations are provided on the course module for students who are 

employed in states that do not have state standards in language arts for preschool. Or go to: 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/documents/preschoollf.pdf to access the CA Preschool Learning 

Foundations standards in a full version. 

 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/documents/preschoollf.pdf
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CALIFORNIA PRESCHOOL FOUNDATIONS IN LANGUAGE ARTS 

addressed in this course include: 

 

 

 

COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS IN LANGUAGE ARTS – 

Kindergarten/First grade  

Assignments contained in this course are closely aligned to the Common Core State Standards in 

Language Arts.  Go to: http://www.corestandards.org/in-the-states to see if your state has adopted the 

Common Core State Standards. If your state has not adopted these standards, use the National Council of 

Teachers of English (NCTE) found at: http://www.ncte.org/standards  

LISTENING (CPF 1.0) 

SPEAKING (CPF 1.0, 2.0) 

READING (CPF 1.0 – 6.0) 

WRITING (CPF 1.0) 

LISTENING (CPF 1.0) 

SPEAKING  (CPF 1.0-2.0) 

READING (CPF 1.0 – 6.0) 

WRITING  (CPF 1.0) 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Kindergarten 

Reading Standards for Literature First 

Grade 

Key Ideas and Details (CCCSK 1,2,3) Key Ideas and Details (CCCS1 1,2,3) 

Craft and Structure(CCCSK  4,5,6) Craft and Structure (CCCS1 4,5,6) 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas (CCCSK 

7 & 9) 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas (CCCS1 7 

& 9) 

Range of Reading and Level of Text 

Complexity (CCCSK 10) 

Range of Reading and Level of Text 

Complexity (CCCS1 10) 

Reading Standards for Informational Text 

Kindergarten 

Reading Standards for Informational Text 

Kindergarten 

Key Ideas and Details (CCCSK 1,2,3) Key Ideas and Details (CCCS1 1,2,3) 

Craft and Structure (CCCSK 4,5,6) Craft and Structure (CCCS1 4,5,6) 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas (CCCSK 

7 & 9) 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas (CCCS1 7 

& 9 

Reading Standards: Foundational Skills 

Kindergarten 

Reading Standards: Foundational Skills First 

Grade) 

Print Concepts (CCCSK 1) Print Concepts (CCCS1 1) 

Phonological Awareness (CCCSK 2) Phonological Awareness (CCCS1 2) 

Phonics and Word Recognition (CCCSK 3) Phonics and Word Recognition (CCCS1 3) 

Writing Standards Kindergarten Writing Standards Kindergarten 

Text Types and Purposes (CCCSK 1,2, 3) Text Types and Purposes (CCCS1 1,2,3) 

http://www.corestandards.org/in-the-states
http://www.ncte.org/standards
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Kindergarten and First Grade teachers/students will make connections to activities included in 

this course to the following standards: 
 

Also applied are the National Professional Teaching Standards found at: http://www.nbpts.org. The 

following five areas are addressed throughout the course materials. Students are asked to apply these 

standards in their teaching practice. 

1. Teachers know the subjects they teach and how to teach those subjects to students. 

2. Teachers are responsible for managing and monitoring student learning. 

3. Teachers think systematically about their practice and learn from experiences. 

4. Teachers are members of learning communities. 

Learning Objectives / Outcomes (Expected Student Learning Outcomes SLO) 

Schedule of Topics and Assignments 

Please use a minimum of a one-page response for each chapter. 

 

1. Read Chapters 1-5 in the course text; Emergent Literacy in Kindergarten. (50 points 

minimum 5 pages) 

Respond to the following questions: 

a) What is your opinion of this research? 

b) Cite evidence of the application of this information in the language arts/reading 

standards for your grade level. 

c) Think about the implications of this information related to your students. How are 

you meeting the needs of your students in this area or how might you need to 

change your curriculum to address each of the areas discussed in these chapters? 

 

2. Read Chapters 6 and 7 in the course text. (50 points minimum 5 pages) 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

(CCCSK 5,6) 

Production and Distribution of Writing (CCCS1 

5,6) 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

(CCCSK 7) 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

(CCCS1 7) 

Speaking and Listening Standards 

Kindergarten (CCCSK 1,2) 

Speaking and Listening Standards First Grade 

(CCCS1 1,2) 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas (CCCSK 

4,5,6) 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas (CCCS1 

4,5,6) 

Language Standards Kindergarten Language Standards First Grade 

Conventions of Standard English (CCCSK 

1,2) 

Conventions of Standard English (CCCS1 1,2) 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use (CCCSK 4,5) Vocabulary Acquisition and Use (CCCS1 4,5) 

1. Students will identify, reflect on, and apply Preschool Standards, or Common Core State Standards in 

the areas of Early Literacy, Reading, and Writing for the grade level they are teaching. 

2. Students will apply Best Practices and National Professional Teaching standards, through 

developmentally appropriate teaching strategies in their classroom. 
3. Students will review, compare and contrast current research in the area of Early Literacy.  

4. Students will share knowledge gained in this course to other professionals in the field. 

5. Students will reflect on their teaching. 

http://www.nbpts.org/
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a) Describe how you are already implementing some of the strategies listed in 

these chapters.  

b) Design a plan of how to incorporate specific ideas you discover in these 

chapters that will be a new or refinement of your approach to classroom 

lessons.  

 

NOTE: Address each of the following areas 

 

 reading aloud to children 

 family literacy programs 

 comprehension 

 vocabulary 

 dramatic-symbolic play 

 story structure 

 concepts about books 

 concepts about print 

 phonological processing 

 phonemic awareness 

 writing and spelling 

 general literacy 

 
 

3. Review the Common Core Standards for your grade level or the PreSchool Learning 

Foundations for Language Arts. Discuss whether or not you are required to use these 

standards in your curriculum planning. Describe how you typically address these 

standards in your teaching. (25 points minimum 1 page) 

 

4. Review Appendix B in the course text.  
Identify three specific Common Core standards or PreSchool Learning Foundations for 

the grade level you are teaching. Find activities within the text appendix that can be used 

to teach these standards. Write one lesson plan (using the lesson plan format included in 

this manual) to teach these standards in your classroom. (50 points minimum 3 pages) 

 

5. Search for three articles, research projects, or other documents, which have been 

published in the within the past 2 years on the topic of literacy in the Pre-K – 1
st
 grades. 

Give a written review of these documents and include the source of each article. Compare 

and contrast these articles and the information shared in your course text. Reflect on your 

own philosophy and practices of teaching early literacy to your students. (50 points 

minimum 3 pages) 
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6. Present Sierra Bear Adventures With Rhyming Sounds storybook and activities.  
Present these activities to a group of students. Reflect on the effectiveness of these 

activities and whether or not these lessons are useful in your classroom situation. 

Identify standards for the grade level you are teaching that these lessons address. 

NOTE: If you are completing this course without students, simply prepare the Sierra 

Bear activities that are appropriate for use in your classroom. You will not need to 

actually present these to students.  (50 points minimum 2 pages) 

 

7. Prepare either a PowerPoint presentation or a display board which you can use to 

present the information you have discovered through this course. Introduce the 

standards you are addressing and describe the lessons taught to the children.  Use this 

resource to address a group of colleagues on the topic of Emergent Literacy. Once you 

complete the presentation, ask participants to complete a reflection of their learning. 

Scan and upload these reflections and a copy of your PowerPoint or a photo of the 

display board to this assignment. (100 points minimum 10 slides) 

 

8. Present your PowerPoint or Display Board to a group of parents or colleagues. Ask 

the participants to complete a reflection (use form on Moodle) on your presentation 

and include these reflections.  (50 points) 

 

9. Summarize the participant's responses. (25 points minimum 2 pages) 

 

 
It is expected that students spend a minimum of 30 hours of study and preparation per unit. This is a 3 

unit course; thus 90+ hours of study and preparation is required. 
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Evidence of Learning   

 

Student Learning Outcomes 

(SLO) 

Assignments  

SLOs are 

Measured 

Connecting Standards 

To SLOs and Assignments 

Evidence of Learning 

1. Students will identify, reflect on, 

and apply Preschool Standards, or 

Common Core State Standards in the 

areas of Early Literacy, Reading, and 

Writing for the grade level they are 

teaching. 

 

Assignments 

3,4, 7, 8, 9 

 

 

 

CA Preschool Learning 

Foundations;  

 

Common Core State Standards 

Kindergarten and First Grade 

See List Above for CCCSK and 

CCCS1 standards. 

LISTENING (CPF 1.0) 

SPEAKING (CPF 1.0, 2.0) 

READING (CPF 1.0 – 6.0) 

WRITING (CPF 1.0) 

LISTENING (CPF 1.0) 

SPEAKING  (CPF 1.0-2.0) 

READING (CPF 1.0 – 6.0) 

WRITING  (CPF 1.0) 

Through student’s written assignments and presentations 

which connect specific course activities to the Common 

Core State Standards OR Preschool Standards and other 

guiding documents. 

 

Through connections made between classroom activities 

and standards. 

 

Through a student prepared PowerPoint presentation 

which presents connections to the standards identified 

throughout the course. 

2. Students will apply Best Practices 

and National Professional Teaching 

standards, through developmentally 

appropriate teaching strategies in 

their classroom. 

 

Assignments 

1-9 

National Professional Teaching 

Standards 

Standards 1-5 

Through student’s written reflection on the implications 

of content presented throughout the course including 

school policy, classroom resources, course lessons, and 

the design of lesson plans. 

3. Students will review, compare and 

contrast current research in the area 

of Early Literacy. 

 

Assignments 

1,2, & 5 

CA Preschool Learning 

Foundations;  

 

Common Core State Standards 

Kindergarten and First Grade 

See List Above for CCCSK and 

CCCS1 standards. 

Through student’s written reflections on the course 

readings and the implications for their curriculum and 

teaching strategies. 
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4. Students will share knowledge 

gained in this course to other 

professionals in the field. 

Assignments 

7 & 8 

National Professional Teaching 

Standards 

Standards 1-5 

 

CA Preschool Learning 

Foundations;  

 General Overview 

 

Common Core State Standards 

Kindergarten and First Grade 

See List Above for CCCSK and 

CCCS1 standards. 

Through the design and sharing of a presentation to 

fellow educators. 

 

5. Students will reflect on their 

teaching. 
Assignments  

7,8,\& 9 

National Professional Teaching 

Standards 

Standards 1-5 

Through student’s written assignments which connect 

specific course activities to the Common Core State 

Standards or PreSchool Learning Foundations. 

 

Through a student prepared PowerPoint presentation 

which presents connections to the common Core 

Standards or PreSchool Learning Foundations. 

 

Through a culminating reflection on the learning 

experience in this course. 
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Grading Policies and Rubrics 

Total points possible  

540-600 A  

480-539= B or Credit Grade  

Below 480 points = no credit 

 

The discernment between an A or a B is at the discretion of the instructor based on the quality of work submitted (see assignment rubric). Coursework falling short of a quality equaling a B or 

a Credit Grade will be returned with further instructions. All assignments must be completed in order to receive a grade. In addition, all assignments are expected to reflect the quality that 

teacher-training institutions require of professional educators. If completed assignments do not meet this standard, students will be notified with further instructions from the instructor. 

Students successfully completing all assignments will earn a grade of Credit or where a letter grade is requested on the Grade Request form, a letter grade of B will be issued. Coursework 

falling short of a quality equaling a B will not receive credit. 

 

GRADING RUBRIC  for Evaluating Assignments  

 

ELA 906 Finding the Balance in Early Literacy 
Total 

Points 

Possible 

 

Below Standard/ 

No Credit 

Submissions receiving below standard 

scores will be required to be resubmitted 

in order to receive a passing grade. 

 

Standard credit/B 

 

 

Superior/A 

 

1. Read Chapters 1-5 in the course text; Emergent 

Literacy in Kindergarten. (50 points minimum 5 

pages) 

a) Respond to the following questions: 

b) What is your opinion of this research? 

c) Cite evidence of the application of this 

information in the language arts/reading standards 

for your grade level. 

d) Think about the implications of this 

information related to your students. How are you 

meeting the needs of your students in this area or 

how might you need to change your curriculum to 

address each of the areas discussed in these 

chapters? 

50 .00 

(Less than 40 points) 

 Less than 80% of the key elements of 

the assignment are covered. 

 Student did not meet minimum 

expectations. 

 

(40-44 points) 

 80-89% of the key elements of the assignment 

are covered in a substantive way; 

 Lacks full development of concepts. 

 Beginnings of critical thinking; submission 

tends to simply summarize reading materials. 

 Could be improved with more analysis and 

critical thinking. 

(45-50 points) 

 90-100%  of the key elements are 

covered in a substantive way;  

 Demonstrates critical thinking, 

complete, accurate, and concise 

reflections, good grammar and spelling.  
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2. Read Chapters 6 and 7 in the course text. (50 

points minimum 5 pages) 

c) Describe how you are already implementing 

some of the strategies listed in these chapters.  

d) Design a plan of how to incorporate specific 

ideas you discover in these chapters that will be a 

new or refinement of your approach to classroom 

lessons.  

50.00 

(Less than 40 points) 

 Less than 80% of the key elements of 

the assignment are covered. 

 Incomplete submission of most items, 

vague and/or superficial information.  

 Student did not meet minimum 

expectations. 

 

(40-44 points) 

 80-89% of the key elements of the assignment 

are covered. Could improve by being better 

organized, more thorough, and detailed. 

 

(45-50 points) 

 90-100%  of the key elements are 

covered in a substantive way; student 

work was clear, thorough, and 

organized. 

 

3. Review the Common Core Standards for your 

grade level or the PreSchool Learning 

Foundations for Language Arts.  Discuss 

whether or not you are required to use these 

standards in your curriculum planning. Describe 

how you typically address these standards in your 

teaching. (25 points minimum 1 page) 

25.00 

(Less than 20 points) 

 Less than 80% of the key elements of 

the assignment are covered. 

 Student did not meet minimum 

expectations. 

(20-21 points) 

 Adequate connections to grade level standards 

were submitted through examples of how 

student will apply the standards in classroom 

curriculum. 

 Lacking in multiple examples of application 

of the standards. 

(22-25 points) 

 Strong connections to grade level 

standards were submitted through 

multiple examples of how student will 

apply the standards in classroom 

curriculum. 

4. Review Appendix B in the course text.  
 Identify three specific Common Core standards or 

PreSchool Learning Foundations for the grade level 

you are teaching. Find activities within the text 

appendix that can be used to teach these standards. 

Write one lesson plan (using the lesson plan format 

included in this manual) to teach these standards in 

your classroom. (50 points minimum 3 pages) 

50.00 

(Less than 40 points) 

 Less than 80% of the key elements of 

the assignment are covered. 

 Student did not meet minimum 

expectations. 

 

(40-44 points) 

 80-89% of the key elements of the assignment 

were met. 

 Lacks full development of Lesson Plan..  

 Could be improved with more details and the  

inclusion of all required elements of the Lesson 

Plan. 

 

(45-50 points) 

 90-100%  of the key elements are 

covered in a substantive way; 

 Best Practices and Thinking Skills 

were clearly and thoroughly addressed in 

Lesson Plan.   

 All key elements were included in 

Lesson Plan. 

5. Search for three articles, research projects, or 

other documents, which have been published in the 

within the past 2 years on the topic of literacy in 

the Pre-K – 1
st
 grades. Give a written review of 

these documents and include the source of each 

article. Compare and contrast these articles and the 

information shared in your course text. Reflect on 

your own philosophy and practices of teaching 

early literacy to your students. (50 points minimum 

3 pages) 

50.00 

(Less than 40 points) 

 Less than 80% of the major concepts 

for the assignment were defined. 

 Student did not meet minimum 

expectations. 

 

(40-44 points) 

 80-89% of the key elements for the 

assignment were addressed.  

 Student met minimum expectations.  

 Could be improved with more analysis and 

critical thinking. 

 

 

(45-50 points) 

 90-100%  of the key elements for the 

assignment were defined. 

 Student presented a critical analyses 

and comparison of articles. 
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6. Present Sierra Bear Adventures With Rhyming 

Sounds storybook and activities.  
Present these activities to a group of students. Reflect 

on the effectiveness of these activities and whether or 

not these lessons are useful in your classroom situation. 

Identify standards for the grade level you are teaching 

that these lessons address. NOTE: If you are 

completing this course without students, simply prepare 

the Sierra Bear activities that are appropriate for use in 

your classroom. You will not need to actually present 

these to students.  (50 points minimum 2 pages) 

50.00 

(Less than  40 points) 

 Less than 80% of the key elements of 

the assignment are covered. 

Student did not meet minimum 

expectations. 

(40-44 points) 

 80-89% of the major elements for the 

assignment were addressed. 

 Student met minimum expectations.  

 Could be improved with more analysis and 

sharing of classroom application examples 

 

(45-50 points) 

 90-100% of the major elements for the 

assignment were addressed. 

 Excellent connections to classroom 

application. 

 Student went beyond expectations. 

 

7. Prepare either a PowerPoint presentation or 

a display board which you can use to present the 

information you have discovered through this course. 

Introduce the standards you are addressing and describe 

the lessons taught to the children.  Use this resource to 

address a group of colleagues on the topic of Emergent 

Literacy. Once you complete the presentation, ask 

participants to complete a reflection of their learning. 

Include these reflections and a copy of your 

PowerPoint or a photo of the display board with the 

assignments you return to the instructor. (100 points 

minimum 10 slides) 

100.00 

(Less than  80 points) 

 Less than 80% of the key elements of 

the assignment are covered. 

 Student did not meet minimum 

expectations. 

(80-89 points) 

 80-89% of the major elements for the 

assignment were addressed. 

 Student met minimum expectations.  

 Could be improved with additional 

information and more attention to creativity in 

the presentation. 

 

(90-100 points) 

 90-100% of the major elements for the 

assignment were addressed. 

 Excellent connections to classroom 

application. 

 Creative and engaging presentation. 

 Student went beyond expectations. 

 

8. Present your PowerPoint project to a group 

of parents or colleagues. Ask the participants to 

complete a reflection (use form on Moodle) on your 

presentation and include these reflections. 

50.00 

(Less than 40 points) 

 Less than 80% of the major concepts 

for the assignment were defined. 

 Student did not meet minimum 

expectations. 

 

(40-44 points) 

 80-89% of the major concepts for the 

assignment were addressed. 

 Student met minimum expectations.  

 Could be improved with more analysis and 

sharing of classroom application examples 

 

(45-50 points) 

 A clear and thorough discussion of the 

effectiveness of learning games was 

presented. 

 A clear and thorough plan to 

incorporate games in the language arts 

curriculum was submitted. 

 

9. Summarize the participant's responses.  

(25 points minimum 2 pages) 
25.00 

(Less than 20 points) 

 Student did not meet minimum 

expectations. 

 Summary lacked organization, was 

(20-21 points) 

 Student met minimum expectations.  

 Could be improved with more analysis and 

personal learning reflections. 

(22-25 points) 

 A clear and thorough summary was 

submitted. 

 Critical Thinking Skills were applied 
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unclear, and was not complete. to the reflection on this assignment. 

Written Communication  15.00 

(Less than 11 points) 

 Student’s written coursework was 

submitted with several spelling and 

grammatical errors. Assignments were 

presented in an unorganized format. 

Student did not meet minimum 

expectations. 

( 11-12 points) 

 Student’s written coursework was submitted 

typed, with few or no spelling and grammatical 

errors.  

 Assignments were presented in an 

understandable format. Student met minimum 

expectations. 

(13-15 points) 

 Student’s written coursework was 

submitted in a professional format, 

typed, with few or no spelling and 

grammatical errors.  

 Assignments were presented in a clear 

and understandable format. Student went 

beyond expectations. 

Content knowledge and application in 

student's area of interest to affect change. 
15.00 

(Less than 11 points) 

 Student did not adequately 

demonstrate an understanding of the 

course objectives.  

 Student did not adequately make 

connections between strategies and 

techniques, Language Arts Standards, 

and classroom application. 

 Student did not meet minimum 

expectations. 

(11-12 points) 

 Student demonstrated an understanding of the 

course objectives through their reflective writing 

and discussion assignments.  

 Student indicated how they will use the 

strategies and techniques included in the course 

assignments in future classroom lessons.  

 Student met minimum expectations. 

(13-15 points) 

 Student demonstrated an 

understanding of the course  objectives 

through their reflective writing and 

discussion assignments.  

 Student indicated how they will use 

the strategies and techniques included in 

the course assignments in future 

classroom lessons.. Student went beyond 

expectations. 

Reflection for personal and professional 

growth 
15.00 

(Less than 11 points) 

 Student minimally participated in both 

reflective writing and class discussions 

and did not adequately show evidence of 

their own understanding of course 

content and how this understanding is 

applied in their teaching practices.  

 Student did not meet minimum 

expectations.  

( 11-12 points) 

 Student participated in both reflective writing 

and class discussions indicating their own 

understanding of course content and how this 

understanding is applied in their teaching 

practices.  

 Student met minimum expectations. 

(13-15 points) 

 Student participated in both reflective 

writing and class discussions indicating 

their own understanding of course 

content and how this understanding is 

applied in their teaching practices. 

Student went beyond minimum 

expectations. 

Critical Thinking 15.00 

(Less than 11 points) 

 Student did not demonstrate basic 

critical thinking skills within 

assignments that called for analysis of 

the effectiveness of assignments applied 

in their classroom. 

 Student did not meet minimum 

expectations. 

( 11-12 points) 

 Student demonstrated basic critical thinking 

skills within assignments that called for analysis 

of the effectiveness of assignments applied in 

their classroom. 

(13-15 points) 

 Student demonstrated the ability to 

apply critical thinking within 

assignments that called for analysis of 

the effectiveness of assignments applied 

in their classroom. 

http://moodle.fresno.edu/moodle/mod/assignment/grade.php?id=20873
http://moodle.fresno.edu/moodle/mod/assignment/grade.php?id=20873
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Computational/methodological skills 15.00 

(Less than 11 points) 

 Student did not adequately show 

evidence of the use of teaching 

strategies, techniques, and methods 

presented in the course content and did 

not demonstrate a basic understanding of 

these through their analysis, reflection, 

and discussion of course assignments. 

 Student did not meet minimum 

expectations. 

( 11-12 points) 

 Student indicated the use of teaching 

strategies, techniques, and methods presented in 

the course content and demonstrated a basic 

understanding of these through their analysis, 

reflection, and discussion of course assignments. 

 Student met minimum expectations. 

(13-15 points) 

 Student used teaching strategies, 

techniques, and methods presented in the 

course content and demonstrated an 

understanding of these through their 

analysis, reflection, and discussion of 

course assignments.  

 Student went beyond minimum 

expectations. 

1. Instructor Contact #1 25.00 

(Less than  20 points) 

 Students did not initiate contacts with 

instructor. 

 Students did not respond to most 

instructor contacts. 

These assignments cannot be made up 

once the course is over. 

(20-21 points) 

 Students initiated a minimum of 3 required 

contacts. 

 Students responded to many of the instructor 

contacts. 

(22-25 points) 

 Students initiated all required contacts. 

 Students responded to all instructor 

contacts. 

2. Instructor Contact #2 25.00 

(Less than  20 points) 

 Students did not initiate contacts with 

instructor. 

 Students did not respond to most 

instructor contacts. 

These assignments cannot be made up 

once the course is over. 

(20-21 points) 

 Students initiated a minimum of 3 required 

contacts. 

 Students responded to many of the instructor 

contacts. 

(22-25 points) 

 Students initiated all required contacts. 

 Students responded to all instructor 

contacts. 

3. Instructor Contact #3 25.00 

(Less than  20 points) 

 Students did not initiate contacts with 

instructor. 

 Students did not respond to most 

instructor contacts. 

These assignments cannot be made up 

once the course is over. 

(20-21 points) 

 Students initiated a minimum of 3 required 

contacts. 

 Students responded to many of the instructor 

contacts. 

(22-25 points) 

 Students initiated all required contacts. 

 Students responded to all instructor 

contacts. 

Course total 600    

http://moodle.fresno.edu/moodle/mod/assignment/grade.php?id=20876
http://moodle.fresno.edu/moodle/mod/assignment/grade.php?id=24493
http://moodle.fresno.edu/moodle/mod/assignment/grade.php?id=24494
http://moodle.fresno.edu/moodle/mod/assignment/grade.php?id=24495
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Grading Options 

Course participants have the option of requesting a letter grade or a credit/no credit when submitting the online grade form. Students will submit grade form when coursework has been completed.  

See attached file for instructions for requesting a final grade. 

Instructor/Student Contact  

It is important in a distance learning course for students to feel connected to their instructor. Please do not hesitate to contact your instructor. If for some reason you do not receive a reply to an 

email in a timely manner, please call, as sometimes student emails are placed in a Quarantined or Spam folder by the university filtering system and I do not see the message. 

 

Distance Learning Courses:  
There are 3 Instructor contacts required of the students in this course. (see Schedule of Assignments above). These contacts are designed to give students the opportunity to discuss specific 

assignments with the instructor throughout the course. It is important for students to make these contacts at the designated sequence of the schedule of the course to avoid completing assignments 

incorrectly. 

References/ Resources 

 

Academic Benchmarks http://www.academicbenchmarks.com/search/ The Free K-12 Academic Standards Digital Library for all state standards. 

 

California Preschool Foundations http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/documents/preschoollf.pdf  Includes the Preschool Foundations for ages 48 months and 60 months including suggested activities 

to teach each learning foundation. 

 

Cecil, N. (2007). Striking a Balance: Best Practices for Early Literacy. Holcomb Hathaway, Publishers; Third edition. Scottsdale, Arizona. 
 

Common Core State Standards Initiative http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards  Includes the Common Core State Standards in Language Arts for all grade levels. 

 

Didax Educational Standards http://www.didax.com/standards/ Includes standards in the following areas: Mathematics, English/Language Arts, Visual and Performing Arts, Technology, Science, 

Social Studies, Health, and more. 

 

Educational World: National Education Standards http://www.education-world.com/standards/national  includes links to both national and state standards in different areas of the curriculum. 

 

Shunk, D.M., Pintrich, P.R., & Meece, J.L. (2008). Motivation in education: Theory, research, and applications. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Merrill/Prentice Hall. 

Mid-continent Research for Education and Learning  (MCREL) www.mcrel.org/standards-benchmarks  A compendium of content standards and benchmarks for K-12 education  

in both searchable and browsable formats. 

http://www.academicbenchmarks.com/search/
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/documents/preschoollf.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards
http://www.didax.com/standards/
http://www.education-world.com/standards/national
http://www.mcrel.org/about/copyright.asp
http://www.mcrel.org/standards-benchmarks
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National Professional Teaching Standards http://www.nbpts.org. Five areas are addressed throughout the course materials. Students are asked to apply these standards in their teaching practices. 

General Procedures 

 

After you have completed the course, please complete the online Grade Form at http://www.fresno.edu/cpd. Scroll down to the bottom left side of the site; click on SUBMIT GRADE FORM. 

Complete the form and click submit at the bottom of the page. Your instructor will receive an email letting her know that you are ready to have your work graded. Once she receives your completed 

work, she will submit your final grade to the university online.   

   

Request for an Extension 

If you find that you will not be able to complete your coursework by the due date, you may request an extension at: http://ce.fresno.edu/sharedmedia/cpd/cpd_extension_form.pdf . Make sure you 

request this extension at least 2 weeks prior to your final due date. You will be granted a 6 month extension. 

 

Drop/Withdrawal Requirements 
If coursework is not completed, students must officially drop/withdraw from a course or a “No Credit” grade will automatically be issued one year after the date of registration. Login to the CPD 
Website and click on Submit Drop Form. 

 
 

Dropping a Course (Independent Studies-Off Line) 

If you determine that the course is not what you expected or does not fit your professional development needs, you can drop the course for a full refund within 4 weeks after you have registered. 

Please see University Policy below: 

Please send the following information to Frank Gossett at: fgossett@pacbell.net: 

DROP Request 

Name: 

 

Course Number: 

 

Reason for Dropping the Course: 

 

Date Course Materials are being returned: 

 

Other comments: 

 

Email this message to: fgossett@pacbell.net  

http://www.nbpts.org/
http://www.fresno.edu/cpd
http://ce.fresno.edu/sharedmedia/cpd/cpd_extension_form.pdf
https://ce.fresno.edu/CPD/login.aspx
https://ce.fresno.edu/CPD/login.aspx
https://ce.fresno.edu/CPD/account/CompleteCourse.aspx
mailto:fgossett@pacbell.net
mailto:fgossett@pacbell.net
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Mr. Gossett will process your Drop as soon as the course materials are received at: 

 

Frank Gossett 

795 Douglas Ave. 

Clovis, CA 93611 

 

University Policy: Refunds 
A full refund for tuition and instructional materials, less a $30 handling fee, will be granted if a course is dropped within four weeks after registration and all materials are returned to Mr. Gossett  

in their original condition. After four weeks, a 50% refund will be granted through nine weeks. After nine weeks there is no tuition refund. Student must officially withdraw from a course, or a 

“no credit” grade will be issued by the instructor one year after the date of registration. 

Policy on Plagiarism 

All people participating in the educational process at Fresno Pacific University are expected to pursue honesty and integrity in all aspects of their academic work.  Academic dishonesty, 

including plagiarism, will be handled according to the procedures set forth in the Fresno Pacific University Catalogue. 

Fresno Pacific University Desired Student Outcomes  

Graduate level course work reflects Fresno Pacific University’s Desired Student Learning Outcomes as it applies to professional development to demonstrate the following: 

 

 Oral and written communication in individual and group settings 

 Content knowledge, and application of such knowledge in the student’s area of interest to affect change 

 Reflection for personal and professional growth 

 Critical thinking 

 Computational/methodological skills to understand and expand disciplines, including an understanding of technological systems 


