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Independent Study Course Syllabus 

Course Number:   ELA 902 

Course Name:   Developmental Reading Methods and Activities DTitle:    

⬜ Online X Distance Learning 
 

Instructor:  Mary Bennett, MA 
Phone number:  800-967-9365/559-322-7067 
Email:  maryebennett@sbcglobal.net 
Email is the preferred form of contact as it is checked regularly 
throughout the day and your instructor will respond within 24 
hours. 
Other Contact Information:  Curriculum Services Associates 
5876 E. Powers, Clovis, CA 93619 
Office Hours: M-F 8:00 am – 5:00 pm by phone 

Units: 3 

Grade Level: K-3  

Course Description 
Developmental Reading Methods and Activities is designed for kindergarten through third grade 
teachers. This course integrates theory and practice, using innovative teaching strategies. 
Teachers will engage their students in activities that promote reading skills and are easily 
adaptable to meet the various learning styles and needs often found in the classroom. 

This activity-based course provides the teacher with standards-focused instructional activities 
that range from phonemic awareness to fluency, all linked to children’s choices in literature. The 
activities develop visual discrimination, oral communication, letter recognition, letter sounds, 
vocabulary, and much more. The activities are easily adaptable to meet the needs of whole class 
or individual students. In addition, the teacher will be provided with ways to determine if their 
students are able to recognize and decode words as well as check for comprehension through 
listening, speaking, recalling, and predicting. Many of the activities are “game-type” in nature 
with the goal being that the students develop a zest for learning and the efficiency for 
remembering what was learned is enhanced. Teachers will be presented with ideas for integrating 
the activities and concepts into other curricular areas and suggestions are offered for involving 
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the parents of primary students and those whose first language is not English in the educational 
process of their children. 

The books suggested as "Literature Links" to the specific skills are books chosen as favorites by 
primary students. The key to success for implementing these techniques is to link them in some 
way to books students request and enjoy. Letter/sound, correlation activities and the other 
reading sub skills become much more meaningful to students when they are connected to a 
favorite book. In addition, the bibliography was compiled in collaboration with teachers and 
librarians with a focus on "book popularity" with students. The bibliography can be used to 
select appropriate books to use with the activities presented in this course.  

Course Dates 
Self-paced; students may enroll at any time and take up to one year to complete assignments.  

You have up to one year from the date of registration, and no less than three weeks (one week 
per credit), to complete the course.  

Course Materials 
All course materials are contained within the Welcome email. This includes, the course manual, 
Developmental Reading Methods and Activities, and the other learning activities.  
 

● Available upon request (free): A Chip Pack, which includes colored transparent vinyl 
chips and pawns to be used as markers for many of the activities and a clear vinyl spinner 
that can be used when projecting activities will be mailed upon request. If you would like 
this sent to you, please email the instructor with your mailing address.  

 

NOTE: The course manual is in a PDF format. Users will need the free Acrobat reader to 
open and view the files (http://get.adobe.com/reader/) 

Online Resources 
Relevant online resources that support course content and encourage further 
investigation. 

Technology Requirements 
● In order to successfully complete the course requirements, course participants will need 

Internet access, be able to send and receive email, know how to manage simple files in a 
word processing program, and have a basic understanding of the Internet.  

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
http://adobe.9-now.com/?OVRAW=acrobat&OVKEY=acrobat&OVMTC=standard&OVADID=18323113522&OVKWID=4013017022
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Course Requirements 
The course is divided into seven units of study. In each unit, participants will explore the 
teaching of reading through: 

● Standards Based Instruction 
● Learning Activities 
● Activity Development 
● Collaboration 
● Article Review 
● Bibliography 
● Reflective Essay 

 
Every assignment has a rubric. Most participants are successful on their assignments because 
they align their work to the rubric, and assignments can be corrected and resubmitted.  

Student Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of this course, you will be able to: 

1. Examine state or national standards in the area of reading/language arts and align those 
standards with course content. (NBPTS 2,3,4) 

2. Engage students in high-interest learning activities that link essential reading skills to real 
reading by utilizing students’ favorite literature and describe each experience through 
reflective writing. (NBPTS 2,3,4) 

3. Create an environment in which teachers and students work as active learners and 
students are encouraged to communicate knowledge through the use of appropriate 
activities which are described through reflective writing. (NBPTS 1, 2,3,5) 

4. Develop activities that meet the specific needs of a diverse student population.(NBPTS 
1,2,3)  

5. Promote staff interaction through observation and sharing and describe the reaction of 
colleagues through reflective writing.(NBPTS 1,2,4,5) 

6. Encourage parental involvement in the educational process of their children and describe 
the selected homework experiences through reflective writing.  (NBPTS 1, 5) 

7. Review and analyze current trends in reading education. (NBPTS 1,4,5) 
8. Apply grade level, state or district reading/language arts standards to develop integrated 

lesson plans with other subjects  (NBPTS 2,3,4) 
9. Design appropriate learning activities for students that demonstrate mastery or 

progression towards meeting the standards and describe each experience through 
reflective writing. (NBPTS 2,3,4) 

10. Assess and reflect upon teaching practices and the classroom environment in relation to 
the course content by responding to focus questions. (NBPTS 4,5) 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
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National and Common Core Standards 
In an effort to enhance the learning experiences, as well as demonstrate knowledge, skills, 
abilities, and commitment, teachers will infuse the five core propositions set forth by The 
National Board for Professional Teaching Standards in their teaching practices. This will be 
accomplished as teachers successfully implement appropriate activities in their classroom and 
reflect upon the experience. In addition, teachers will be networking with their colleagues as part 
of a learning community. 

National Board for Professional Teaching Standards(http://www.nbpts.org/) 

1. Teachers are committed to students and their learning. 

2. Teachers know the subjects they teach and how to teach those subjects to students. 

3. Teachers are responsible for managing and monitoring student learning. 

4. Teachers think systematically about their practice and learn from experience. 

5. Teachers are members of learning communities. 

National Standards 
As student’s progress through this course they will be responsible for identifying and aligning 
course content to state or national reading/language arts standards. In addition, they will reflect 
upon how the standards affect and guide teaching practices.  

NCTE/IRA Standards for the English Language Arts (http://www.ncte.org/standards) 

These standards are designed to complement other national, state, and local standards and 
contribute to the ongoing discussion about English language arts classroom activities and 
curricula. The standards are based on the guiding visions. 

● All students must have the opportunities and resources to develop the language skills 
they need to pursue life's goals and to participate fully as informed, productive members 
of society. 

● These standards assume that literacy growth begins before children enter school as 
they experience and experiment with literacy activities - reading and writing, and 
associating spoken words with their graphic representations. 

● They encourage the development of curriculum and instruction that make productive 
use of the emerging literacy abilities that children bring to school. 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
http://www.nbpts.org/
http://www.ncte.org/standards
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● These standards provide ample room for the innovation and creativity essential to 
teaching and learning. 

● They are not prescriptions for particular curriculum or instruction.  

● These standards are interrelated and should be considered as a whole, not as distinct 
and separable. 

The topics of this course are closely aligned with the concepts emphasized in the NCTE/IRA 
Standards for the English Language Arts established by the National Council of Teachers of 
English and specifically meet the following standards: 

1. Students read a wide range of print and non-print texts to build an understanding of texts, 
of themselves, and of the cultures of the United States and the world; to acquire new 
information; to respond to the needs and demands of society and the workplace; and for 
personal fulfillment. Among these texts are fiction and nonfiction, classic and 
contemporary works.  

2. Students read a wide range of literature from many periods in many genres to build an 
understanding of the many dimensions (e.g., philosophical, ethical, aesthetic) of human 
experience.  

3. Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and 
appreciate texts. They draw on their prior experience, their interactions with other readers 
and writers, their knowledge of word meaning and of other texts, their word identification 
strategies, and their understanding of textual features (e.g., sound-letter correspondence, 
sentence structure, context, graphics).  

4. Students adjust their use of spoken, written, and visual language (e.g., conventions, style, 
vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and for different 
purposes.  

5. Students apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions (e.g., spelling and 
punctuation), media techniques, figurative language, and genre to create, critique, and 
discuss print and non-print texts.  

6. Students develop an understanding of and respect for diversity in language use, patterns, 
and dialects across cultures, ethnic groups, geographic regions, and social roles.  

7. Students whose first language is not English make use of their first language to develop 
competency in the English language arts and to develop understanding of content across 
the curriculum.  

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
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8. Students participate as knowledgeable, reflective, creative, and critical members of a 
variety of literacy communities.  

9. Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes (e.g., 
for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the exchange of information). 

Common Core Standards 
The Common Core State Standards Initiative is a state-led effort coordinated by the National 
Governors Association Center for Best Practices (NGA Center) and the Council of Chief State 
School Officers (CCSSO). The goal of this initiative is to develop a common core of state 
standards in English-language arts and math in grades K-12. The point of this effort is simple: 
improving teaching and learning to ensure that high school graduates in every part of the nation 
have the knowledge and skills they need for college or a career. The Common Core Standards 
are both research and evidence-based as well as internationally benchmarked. These standards 
define the knowledge and skills students should have within their K-12 education careers so that 
they will graduate high school fully prepared for college and careers.  

Though the program is optional, states that adopt it are more likely to receive Race to the Top 
federal dollars. 

Common Core State Standards Initiative 
(http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards) 

The standards are: 

● Aligned with college and work expectations. 

● Clear, understandable and consistent. 

● Include rigorous content and application of knowledge through high-order skills. 

● Build upon the strengths and lessons of current state standards. 

● Informed by other top performing countries so that all students are prepared to succeed in 
our global economy and society. 

● Evidence and researched based.  

As you create lessons for your students you will be exploring National, State, District, or the 
Common Core Standards and identify how the lessons and activities you implement and develop 
align with those standards. 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards
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Schedule of Topics and Assignments 
Assignments are available for use with or without student participation. 

Schedule of Topics                                       Assignments 

Unit 1 Standards-Based 
Instruction  
(SLO 1,7) 

 

● Locate and explore relevant reading/language 
arts standards 
 

● Reflect upon how standards guide teaching 
practices 
 

Unit 2 Learning Activities 
(SLO 1,2,3,5,7) 

● Identify 12 activities in the course content 
appropriate for the level of the students in 
your classroom 
 

● Align each of the activities to national, state, 
or district standards. 
 

● Implement the activities and complete a 
reflection for each one assessing the results 
 

Unit 3 Activity Development 
(SLO 1,2,3,4,7,8) 

 

 

● Design and develop one activity that infuses 
reading with another subject area.  
Literature Activities based on Bloom’s 
Taxonomy 
 

● Select 2 literature books and develop 
questions and activities based on Bloom’s 
taxonomy as outlined in the course content 

 
Unit 4 Teacher Collaboration 

(SLO 9) 
● Promote staff interaction and collaboration 

through the sharing of ideas and relevant 
teaching practices 
 

Unit 5 Article Review 
(SLO 6,9) 

● Review and analyze current trends in reading 
education specifically related to your teaching 
situation 

 
Unit 6 Bibliography 

(SLO 6) 
● Compile a bibliography of 10 literature books 

as a supplement to the course bibliography 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
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Unit 7 Reflective Essay 

(SLO 8) 
● Reflect upon the course content and analyze 

the implications for teaching 
 

Evidence of Learning   
● Course instructor observed evidence of understanding of course objectives as 

demonstrated through students’ presentation of their knowledge of course concepts 
guided by focus questions. 

● Course instructor observed evidence of understanding of course objectives as 
demonstrated through students’ reflective writing assignments. 

● Course instructor observed evidence of understanding of course objectives as 
demonstrated through students’ correlation of the activities to state, national, or district 
standards. 

● Student demonstrated their understanding of appropriate methods of teaching reading 
through the design of lessons for classroom implementation. 

● Student demonstrated their understanding of integrating other subject areas into the 
teaching of reading through the suggestions described in each lesson. 

● Student demonstrated reflective teaching practices through connections to course 
assignments and primary learning outcomes as described in a reflective essay. 

Grading Policies and Rubrics 
100 total points possible 
100 – 90 =A 
89 – 70 = B or Credit Grade 
Below 70 points = no credit 

● The discernment between an A or a B is at the discretion of the instructor based on the 
quality of work submitted. 

● Coursework falling short of a quality equaling a B or a Credit Grade will be returned with 
further instructions. 

● All assignments must be completed in order to receive a grade. In addition, all 
assignments are expected to reflect the quality that teacher-training institutions require of 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
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professional educators. If completed assignments do not meet this standard, students will 
be notified with further instructions from the instructor.  

Major Assignments 
1. Standards Correlation 20 points 
2. Learning Activities 20 points 
3. Activity Development 10 points 
4. Literature Link Activities 10 points 
5. Teacher Collaboration 10 points  
6. Article Review 10 points 
7. Final Reflection 10 points 
8. Bibliography 10 points 

Rubric for Evaluating Assignments  
Assignments Sub-Standard Standard Superior 
Standards 
Correlation 
20 points 
 
Superior=20-17 
Standard=16-
14 
Sub-
standard=below 
13 

State or national 
standards were 
minimally explored and 
connected to the 
activities in the course 
content, presentation 
lacks organization and 
comprehension, writing 
contains noticeable 
mistakes in grammar 
and spelling. 

State or national 
standards for the 
appropriate grade level 
were explored, 
connections were 
presented and 
sufficiently connected to 
course content, 
presentation is adequate, 
writing is acceptable 
with very few mistakes 
in grammar and spelling. 

State or national 
standards for the 
appropriate grade level 
were thoroughly 
explored, connections 
were presented and 
connected to course 
content, presentation is 
comprehensive, very 
well organized, writing 
is clear, succinct, and 
reflects graduate level 
expectations. 

Learning 
Activities 
20 points 
 
Superior=20-17 
Standard=16-
14 
Sub-
standard=below 
13 

12 activities were 
implemented, standards 
were correlated to less 
than 10 of the activities, 
objectives were missing 
or vague, reflections 
contained a minimal 
description of the 
grouping, procedures, 
and few or no 
observations, 
suggestions, 

12 activities were 
implemented, standards 
were correlated to most 
of the activities, the 
objectives were 
adequately stated but not 
always specific, 
reflections were 
generally clear but did 
not always 
comprehensively 
describe the groupings, 

12 or more activities 
were implemented, 
standards were 
correlated to all 
activities, objectives 
were specific and stated 
in terms of observable 
learner outcomes, 
reflections were 
comprehensive and 
included observations 
of what went well or 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
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modification, or student 
reactions were 
explained, writing 
contains noticeable 
mistakes in grammar 
and spelling. 

and procedures, very 
few suggestions, 
modifications, 
observations, or student 
reactions were included, 
writing is acceptable 
with very few mistakes 
in grammar and 
spelling.  

problems encountered, 
there was a clear and 
concise description of 
the groupings, the 
procedure, and 
suggestions, 
modifications, and 
student reactions were 
explained when 
appropriate, writing is 
clear, succinct, and 
reflects graduate level 
expectations. 

Activity 
Development 
10 points 
 
Superior=10-9 
Standard=8 
Sub-standard=7 

Vague description of 
the activity is defined, 
activity somewhat 
infuses another subject 
area and is vaguely 
linked to a skill and 
objective, target 
audience, learning 
materials and a 
description of the 
processes, procedures 
and an analysis of the 
activity unclear, writing 
contains noticeable 
mistakes in grammar 
and spelling. 

Clear, and detailed 
description of the 
activity is defined, 
activity is infused with 
another subject area and 
linked to a skill and 
objective, target 
audience, learning 
materials and a 
description of the 
processes, procedures 
and an analysis of the 
activity is presented, 
writing is acceptable 
with very few mistakes 
in grammar and spelling. 

Comprehensive, clear, 
and detailed description 
of the activity is 
defined, activity is 
clearly infused with 
another subject area and 
linked to a specific skill 
and objective, target 
audience, learning 
materials and a 
description of the 
processes, procedures 
and an analysis of the 
activity is thoroughly 
presented, writing is 
clear, succinct, and 
reflects graduate level 
expectations. 

“Literature 
Link” 
Activities 
10 points 
 
Superior=10-9 
Standard=8 
Sub-standard=7 

Two books were 
selected as “Literature 
Links”, selections are 
marginally appropriate 
to the grade level, 
extension questions and 
activities were vaguely 
presented for some 
levels of Bloom’s 
Taxonomy, questions 

Two books were 
selected as “Literature 
Links”, selections are 
adequately appropriate 
to the grade level, 
extension questions and 
activities were 
sufficiently presented for 
all levels of Bloom’s 
Taxonomy, questions 

Two or more books 
were selected as 
“Literature Links”, 
selections are highly 
appropriate to the grade 
level, comprehensive 
and detailed 
descriptions of 
extension questions and 
activities were 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
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and activities were not 
clearly linked to the 
story and the subject 
area, writing contains 
noticeable mistakes in 
grammar and spelling. 

and activities were 
appropriate to the story 
and the subject area, 
writing is acceptable 
with very few mistakes 
in grammar and spelling. 

thoroughly presented 
for all levels of Bloom’s 
Taxonomy, questions 
and activities were 
highly-appropriate to 
the story and the subject 
area, writing is clear, 
succinct, and reflects 
graduate level 
expectations. 

Teacher 
Collaboration 
10 points 
 
Superior=10-9 
Standard=8 
Sub-standard=7 

Two activities were 
shared, summary is 
vague and lacks a 
detailed description of 
the experience, few or 
no comments or 
suggestions from the 
teachers were included, 
it is not clear as to 
whether or not the 
teachers found the 
activities valuable, 
writing contains 
noticeable mistakes in 
grammar and spelling. 

Two activities were 
shared, there is an 
adequate description of 
the experience, 
comments from the 
teachers as well as 
suggestions for 
adaptations or 
modifications in the 
activities were 
minimally presented, it 
is vague as to whether or 
not the teachers found 
the activities valuable,  
writing is acceptable 
with very few mistakes 
in grammar and spelling. 

Two or more activities 
were shared, summary 
is comprehensive, 
concise and a detailed 
description of the 
experience is clearly 
presented, comments 
from the teachers were 
included as well as 
suggestions for 
adaptations or 
modifications in the 
activities, it is clear as 
to whether or not the 
teachers found the 
activities valuable,  
writing is clear, succinct 
and reflects graduate 
level expectations. 

Article Review 
10 points 
 
Superior=10-9 
Standard=8 
Sub-standard=7 

The topic of the article 
is marginally 
appropriate to the 
content of the course 
and the teaching 
situation, critique is 
vague and disjointed, 
few or no examples are 
provided for classroom 
application, writing 
contains noticeable 
mistakes in grammar 

The topic of the article 
adequately applies to the 
content of the course and 
the teaching situation, 
critique is  generally 
well organized, few 
examples are provided 
for classroom 
application, writing is 
acceptable with very few 
mistakes in grammar 
and spelling. 

The topic of the article 
is highly appropriate to 
the content of the 
course and the teaching 
situation, critique is 
comprehensive and very 
well organized, specific 
examples are provided 
for classroom 
application, writing is 
clear and succinct and 
reflects graduate level 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
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and spelling.  expectations. 
Reflective 
Essay 
10 points 
 
Superior=10-9 
Standard=8 
Sub-standard=7 

Reflection is vague in 
relation to the strategies 
presented in the course, 
lacks a description of 
the classroom 
environment, with little 
or no indication of 
student participation or 
plans for future 
implementation, and 
writing contains 
noticeable mistakes in 
grammar and spelling. 

Reflection is specific to 
strategies presented in 
the course, there is 
adequate description of 
the classroom 
environment, student 
reaction, as well as plans 
for future 
implementation, and 
writing is acceptable 
with very few mistakes 
in grammar and spelling. 

Reflection displays 
critical thinking that is 
clear, concise, and 
specific to the strategies 
presented in the course, 
a comprehensive 
description of the 
classroom environment, 
the reaction of the 
students, and plans for 
future implementation 
are included, and 
writing is clear and 
succinct and reflects 
graduate level 
expectations. 

Bibliography 
10 points 
 
Superior=10-9 
Standard=8 
Sub-standard=7 

Less than ten books 
were included, 
selections were 
marginally appropriate 
to the content of the 
course and vaguely 
linked to specific 
activities, 
bibliographical 
information is missing, 
writing contains 
noticeable mistakes in 
grammar and spelling. 

Ten books were 
included, selections 
were appropriate to the 
content of the course and 
adequately linked to 
specific activities, most 
of the bibliographical 
information is presented, 
writing is acceptable 
with very few mistakes 
in grammar and 
spelling.  

Ten or more books were 
included, selections 
were highly appropriate 
to the content of the 
course and clearly 
linked to specific 
activities, complete 
bibliographical 
information is 
presented, writing is 
clear and succinct and 
reflects graduate level 
expectations. 

Writing Requirements  
Superior: Writing is clear, succinct, and reflects graduate level expectations. 
Standard: Writing is acceptable with very few mistakes in grammar and spelling. 
Sub-standard: Writing contains noticeable mistakes in grammar and spelling. 

Grading Options 
Course assignments are graded with the use of a Scoring Rubric. Course participants have the 
option of requesting a letter grade or a credit/no credit. 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
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Instructor/Student Contact 
Built into the course requirements are several contacts between the course instructor and the 
students via phone, fax, or email. Questions are addressed and assistance is offered through these 
contacts, however, students are encouraged to contact the instructor at anytime throughout the 
course to discuss the materials, assignments, or any questions that they may have. 

How to send Email: 
The subject line of all Email must contain the following information: 
course number your last name, first initial. 
example: ELA 902 Bennett, M. 
Email sent without this subject line will not be opened. 

If you have to leave a message, please leave your name, the course number, and any questions 
you may have along with a phone number so that we may return your call.  

The required contacts are as follows: 

● Carefully examine the course materials and the assignments. Contact the course instructor 
via phone or email after you have gone through the course material and when you are 
ready to begin the assignments. Indicate the grade level that you teach, how you are 
going to implement the activities, and ask any questions that you may have regarding the 
course. In addition, you are encouraged to contact the instructor at any time to discuss the 
assignments or ask for clarification.  

● Upon completion of the first two activities selected from the course content, send the 
reflections to the course instructor via email or fax. The instructor will contact you for 
assessment and feedback. Do not fax or email anything other than the first two activities, 
the remaining coursework will be sent via regular mail upon completion of all the 
assignments.  

● Upon receipt of your completed assignments the instructor will contact you via phone or 
email to confirm course completion and discuss the coursework.  

References/ Resources 
These books are suggestions for “Literature Links” in addition to the ones listed in  
Developmental Reading Methods and Activities. 

Nursery Rhymes 
Offen Hilda.  Treasury of Mother Goose.  Simon & Schuster. 1984. 

Scarry, Richard. The Best Mother Goose Ever.  Golden Books Publishing Co Inc. 1999. 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
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Hill, Eric. Colors, Shapes, and Numbers. Random House Books for Young Reader. 1994. 

DePaola, Tomie. Hey Diddle Diddle and Other Mother Goose Rhymes. Paper Star. 1998. 

Time 
Potter, Beatrix. What Time is it Peter Rabbit.  F. Warner Co. 2000. 

Awdry, Christopher. Tell the Time with Thomas. Random House. 1993. 

Hill, Eric. Spot Tells the Time. Penguin USA. 2000. 

Harper, Dan. Telling Time with Big Momma Cat. Harcourt Brace & Company. 1998. 

Measurement 
Faulkner, Keith. So Big, My First Measuring Book. Simon & Schuster Children’s. 2000. 

Hightower, Susan. Twelve Snails to One Lizard: A Tale of Mischief and Measurement.Simon & 
Schuster. 1997. 

Myller, Roth, McGrath, Susan. How Big is a Foot? Random House Children’s Pub; Reissue 
edition. 1991. 

Adler, David. How Tall, How Short, How Faraway? Holiday House. 1999. 

Leedy, Loreen. Measuring Penny. Henry Holt & Company. 2000. 

Numbers & Visual  
Crowthers’, Roberts. Roberts Crowthers’ Most Amazing Hide & Seek Numbers Books.  
Candlewick Press. 1999. 

Faulkner, Keith. Mix and Match Counting Book. Golden Press. 2000. 

Wheeler, Lisa. Sixteen Cows. Harcourt Inc. 2002. 

Burmingham, John. First Steps: Letters, Numbers, Colors, Opposites. Houghton Mifflin. 2000. 

Counting Books 
Giganti, Paul Jr. & Crews, Paul. Each Orange has Eight Slices. Mulberry Paperback Books. 
1992. 

Base, Grame. The Water Hole.  Harry N. Abrams Inc. Publications. 2001. 

Merriman, Eve. Twelve Ways to Get to Eleven. Aladan Paperbacks. 1993. 
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Hutchins, Pat. Ten Red Apples. Greenwillow Books. 1999. 

Gerth, Melanie. Ten Little Lady Bugs. Piggy Toes Press. 2001. 

Opposites 
Pledger, Maurice. Olivia Owl’s Opposites.  Silver Dolphin. 2001. 

Pittau, Francisco, Gervais, Bernadette. Elephant, Elephant: A Book of Opposites. Abrams Books 
for Young Readers. 2001. 

Emberely, Rebecca. My Opposites/Mis Opuestos. iPicturebooks. 2001. 

Letter/Sound Correlations 

A McDermott, Gerald. Anansi The Spider, A tale from the Ashanti. Henry Holt & Company 
Incorporated. 1979. 

B Margalith, Joan. The Babies are Landing. Chronicle Books LLC. 2000. 

C Yashima, Taro. Crow Boy. Viking Press. 1995. 
Walter Piper.The Little Engine that Could. Grosset & Dunlap. 1978. 

D Westberg-Peters, Lisa. Cold Little Duck, Duck, Duck. Greenwillow Books. 2000. 

E Dr. Suess. Horton Hatches the Egg. Random House, Inc. 2000. 

F Johnson, D.B. Henry Hikes to Fitchburg. Houghton Mifflin Company. 2000. 

G Crunk, Tony. Grand Pas Overalls. Orchard’s Books. 2001. 

H West, Judy. Have you Got My Purr? Pengrin Putnam Books for Young Readers. 1999. 

I Aardema, Verna. Anasi Does the Impossible an Ashanti Tale. Atheum Books for Young 
Readers. 2001. 

J London, Jonathan. Jackrabbit. Crown Books for Young Readers. 1996. 

K Inkpen, Mike. Kippers Monsters. Harcourt. 2002. 

L Weston, Carrie. Lucky Socks. Phyllis Fogelman Books. 2001. 
Wise-Brown, Margaret. Love Songs of the Little Bear. Hyperion Books for Children. 2001. 
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M Martin, Bill Jr. The Maestro Plays. Henry Holt & Company. 1994. 
Wise-Brown, Margaret. Good Night Moon. Harper Collins Children’s Books. 1991. 

N Damjan, Mischa. The Clown Said No. North-South Books. 2002. 

O Henkes, Kevin. Owen. Morrow, William & Company. 1992. 

P Ziefert, Harriet. Pushkin Meets the Bundle. Simon & Schuster Children’s. 1998. 

Q Brumbeau, Jeff. The Quilt Makers Gift. Orchard Books. 1999. 

R Mason, Jane.  River Day. Simon & Schuser. 1994. 
Cheyett, Wendy. The Rooster Who Lost His Crow.  Dial Books for Young Readers. 1995. 

S Isaacs, Anne. Swamp Angel. Dutton Books. 2000. 

T Ziefert, Harriet. Train Song.  Orchard Books. 2000. 

U Anderson, Christian Hans. The Ugly Duckling. Harper Collins. 1999. 

V Eric Carle, The Very Quiet Cricket. Putnam Pub Group Juv; Board edition. 1997. 

W Wise-Brown, Margaret. Wait Till The Moon Is Full.  HarperTrophy. 1997. 
Shecter, Ben.  When Will The Snow Trees Grow. Harper Collins. 1993. 

X Belk Moncure, Jane. My X, Y, Z Book (My First Steps to Reading). Hardcover. 1999 

Y Page, Robin. What Do You Do with a Tail Like This? Houghton Mifflin. 2003 

Z McDermott, Gerald. Zomo The Rabbit. Voyagers Books. 1996. 

Bibliography 
Ten articles on strategies for teaching reading to primary students: 
(http://www.helium.com/knowledge/151138-strategies-for-teaching-reading-skills-to-
elementary-school-students) 

Asher, J. Learning Another Language Through Actions: The Complete Teachers' Guidebook, 
Sky Oaks. 1988. 

Bennett, J. Learning to Read With Picture Books. Peguis Publishing. 

Bliatout, B. et al. Handbook For Teaching Hmong-Speaking Students. Folsom Cardova Unified 
School District, Folsom, CA Southeast Asia Community Resource Center, 1988. 
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Charles, C.M. Teachers' Petit Piaget. Fearon. 1974. 

Cox, B. Young Children Learning: Handbook for Teachers.Pergamon. 1982. 

Downing, J. Reading as Reasoning. N.Y. Academic Press. 1980. 

Farrell, T. Teaching Reading to English Language Learners: A Reflective Guide. Corwin Press. 
2008. 

Freeman, J. Books Kids Will Sit Still For. The Alleyside Press. 1984. 

Hirsch, E.Cultural Literacy A First Dictionary of Cultural Literacy. Houghton, Mifflin 

Holdaway, Don. The Foundations of Literacy. Ashton Scholastic. 1979. 

Krashen, S. & Tracy T. The Natural Approach: Language Acquisition in the 
Classroom.Alemany. 1983. 

Law, B, & Eckes, M. The More Than Just Surviving Handbook. Peguis Publishers. 1990. 

Linse, C. The Children's Response TPR and Beyond Toward Writing. Alemany Press. 1983. 

McCracken, M. & McCracker, R. Reading, Writing and Language a Practical Guide for 
Primary Teachers. Albris. 1980 

Mireles, R.,  Nevarez, S., & Ramirez, N. Experiences With Literature: A Thematic Whole 
Language Model for the K-3 Bilingual Classroom. Addison Wesley. 1990 

 

 

Final Course Grade and Transcripts 

When all work for the course has been completed, students will need to logon to the Center for 
Professional Development website (http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd) to “Submit Grade Form”. Once the 
instructor fills out the grade form online, students may log back in to request their Grade Report 
as well as order transcripts online.  Please allow at least two weeks for the final grade to be 
posted.  For more information see the Independent Studies Policies and Procedures that were 
sent to you when you received your course materials, or in your online course. They are 
available, also at http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd - under General Information > CPD Policies. 
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Plagiarism and Academic Honesty  
 
All people participating in the educational process at Fresno Pacific University are expected to 
pursue honesty and integrity in all aspects of their academic work. Academic dishonesty, 
including plagiarism, will be handled according to the procedures set forth in the Fresno Pacific 
University Catalogue. URL http://www.fresno.edu.   
 

CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGRAM STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

CE 1.  Demonstrate proficient written communication by articulating a clear focus, synthesizing 
arguments, and utilizing standard formats in order to inform and persuade others, and present 
information applicable to targeted use.  

CE 2.  Demonstrate comprehension of content-specific knowledge and the ability to apply it in 
theoretical, personal, professional, or societal contexts.  

CE 3. Reflect on their personal and professional growth and provide evidence of how such 
reflection is utilized to manage personal and professional improvement.  

CE 4.  Apply critical thinking competencies by generating probing questions, recognizing 
underlying assumptions, interpreting and evaluating relevant information, and applying their 
understandings to the professional setting.  

CE 5.  Reflect on values that inspire high standards of professional and ethical behavior as they 
pursue excellence in applying new learning to their chosen field. 

CE 6.  Identify information needed in order to fully understand a topic or task, organize that 
information, identify the best sources of information for a given enquiry, locate and critically 
evaluate sources, and accurately and effectively share that information.  

 

 
 
 
FRESNO PACIFIC UNIVERSITY STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 
Student Learning Outcomes Oral Communication: Students will exhibit clear, engaging, and 
confident oral communication – in both individual and group settings – and will critically 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
http://www.fresno.edu/
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evaluate content and delivery components.  
Written Communication: Students will demonstrate proficient written communication by 
articulating a clear focus, synthesizing arguments, and utilizing standard formats in order to 
inform and persuade others.  
Content Knowledge: Students will demonstrate comprehension of content-specific knowledge 
and the ability to apply it in theoretical, personal, professional, or societal contexts.  
Reflection: Students will reflect on their personal and professional growth and provide evidence 
of how such reflection is utilized to manage personal and vocational improvement.  
Critical Thinking: Students will apply critical thinking competencies by generating probing 
questions, recognizing underlying assumptions, interpreting and evaluating relevant information, 
and applying their understandings to new situations.  
Moral Reasoning: Students will identify and apply moral reasoning and ethical decision-making 
skills, and articulate the norms and principles underlying a Christian world-view.  
Service: Students will demonstrate service and reconciliation as a way of leadership.  
Cultural and Global Perspective: Students will identify personal, cultural, and global 
perspectives and will employ these perspectives to evaluate complex systems.  
Quantitative Reasoning: Students will accurately compute calculations and symbolic operations 
and explain their use in a field of study.  
Information Literacy: Students will identify information needed in order to fully understand a 
topic or task, explain how that information is organized, identify the best sources of information 
for a given enquiry, locate and critically evaluate sources, and accurately and effectively share 
that information.  
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