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Independent Study Online Course Syllabus 

Course Number:   EDUC 905 

Course Title:   Formative Assessment 

X Online  Distance Learning 

Instructor:  John Forbes, Ed. D. 
Phone number:  559-940-2197 

Email: johnforbes@me.com 

Units: 3 

Grade Level: K-12 

Course Description 

This three-unit course will explore the formative assessment process and its application in 

classrooms at all levels. Relevant readings, analysis of sample formative processes, and 

development of original processes will give teachers a solid understanding of formative 

strategies as a means to improve student learning. Teachers will be able to identify the formative 

assessment levels, as well as understand the proper uses and limitations of formative 

assessments. 

Teachers will read the primary text, Transformative Assessment, as well as the selected journal 

article. Assignments will include a reflective journal, online discussion entries, and a project of 

an implementation plan for using formative assessment in the classroom. It is the intent of the 

course that the final project be implemented in a live classroom setting. An alternative activity 

will be required if a live classroom is not available during the course. Implementing formative 

assessment processes meets primary goals outlined in national teaching standards (see below). 

Transformative Assessment can be purchased directly from Amazon.com - 

http://www.amazon.com/Transformative-Assessment-W-James-Popham/dp/141660667X/ 

Course Dates: 

Self-paced; students may enroll at any time and take up to one year to complete assignments. 

Center for Professional Development 
1717 S. Chestnut Ave. 

Fresno, CA 93702-4709 
(800) 372-5505

http://ce.fresno.edu 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
http://www.amazon.com/Transformative-Assessment-W-James-Popham/dp/141660667X/
http://ce.fresno.edu/
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You have up to one year from the date of registration, and no less than three weeks (one week 

per credit), to complete the course.  

 

Course Materials 

 Primary text: (Student provided) 

Popham, W. J. (2008). Transformative Assessment. Association for Supervision and 

Curriculum Development: Alexandria, VA. 

 Journal Article: (Provided Online) 

Black, P. and Wiliam, D. (1998). Inside the black box: Raising standards through classroom 

assessment. Phi Delta Kappan, 80 (2), 139-148.  

 

Course Requirements 

To complete this course satisfactorily, students must: 

1. Define a personalized definition of the formative assessment process based on research 

and comparisons to other types of assessment 

2. Analyze through reflective writing models of formative assessment 

3. Compare and contrast several models (or levels) of formative assessment 

4. Identify target curricular aims and appropriate learning progressions 

5. Develop two learning progressions relevant to their classroom curriculum (A live 

classroom is desirable, but not necessary for this requirement.) 

6. Design a complete formative assessment processes to apply in a classroom and reflect on 

the implementation of teacher instructional adjustments. (Students not in a live classroom 

are responsible for a clarifying rubric to assist with students’ learning tactic adjustments). 

7. Contribute to online discussion boards on the formative assessment process 

Student assignments must be submitted online through the FPU Moodle system. 

 

Technical Requirements 

To complete this course satisfactorily, students must have access to: 

 A computer connected to the Internet 

 A web-browser (Firefox for Mac or Firefox for Windows are highly recommended) 

 Microsoft Word (or the free Open Office – see http://www.openoffice.org) 

 Acrobat Reader (available at http://get.adobe.com/reader/) 

Moodle:  

This course will be delivered totally online. Moodle is a learning management system 

that provides students access to online resources, documents, graded assignments, 

quizzes, discussion forums, etc. with an easy to learn and use interface. To learn more 

about Moodle go to:  (http://docs.moodle.org/en/Student_tutorials). There are some 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
http://www.openoffice.org/
http://get.adobe.com/reader/
http://docs.moodle.org/en/Student_tutorials
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student tutorials on the Center for Online Learning website at Fresno Pacific University – 

http://col.fresno.edu/student.   

Moodle Site Login and passwords – (or other online course access information) 

Students will need to have internet access to log onto http://ce-connect.fresno.edu. The 

username and password numbers for Moodle access will be sent to you by the university 

using the email address you submitted at the time of registration.  The instructor will 

then  contact you with a welcome letter and login instructions. If you need help with the 

username and password recovery please contact the Center for Professional 

Development at (800)372-5505, or (559)453-2000 during regular office hours - Mon-Fri 

8:00 am to:00 5pm. 

Getting Help with Moodle: 

If you need help with Moodle, please contact the Center for Online Learning (COL), + 

       by telephone 1-559-453-3460.  Help by phone is available Mon-Thurs 8:00 am to 

   8:00pm and on Fridays from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, or by filling out a “Request Services” 

   form at http://col.fresno.edu/contact/request-services.  Please identify that you are with 

 the Continuing Education/Independent Studies department. 

National Standards  

This course addresses the NBPTS core propositions: 

Proposition 1: Teachers are Committed to Students and Their Learning 

Dedication to making knowledge accessible to all students; recognition the individual 

differences that distinguish their students from one another and they take account for these 

differences in their practice; understanding of how students develop and learn. 

Proposition 2: Teachers Know the Subjects They Teach and How to Teach Those Subjects to 

Students. 

Familiarity with the skills gaps and preconceptions students may bring to the subject; use of 

diverse instructional strategies to teach for understanding 

Proposition 3: Teachers are Responsible for Managing and Monitoring Student Learning. 

Assessment of the progress of individual students as well as the class as a whole; use of 

multiple methods for measuring student growth and understanding 

Proposition 4: Teachers Think Systematically about Their Practice and Learn from Experience. 

Model what it means to be an educated person – read, question, create and try new things; 

familiar with learning theories and instructional strategies and stay abreast of current issues 

in American education; critically examine their practice on a regular basis to deepen 

knowledge, expand their repertoire of skills, and incorporate new findings into their practice. 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
http://col.fresno.edu/student
http://ce-connect.fresno.edu/
http://col.fresno.edu/contact/request-services
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Learning Objectives / Outcomes 

 

1. Demonstrate through written reflections the definition of formative assessment and its 

classroom application (NBPTS Propositions 1 & 3). 

 

2. Demonstrate through written reflections current misunderstandings and misapplication of 

formative assessment (NBPTS Propositions 1 & 3). 

 

3. Demonstrate through online discussions, reflective essays, and course assignments the 

planning process behind the creation of learning progressions, including the skills gaps 

and preconceptions students may bring to a subject (NBPTS Proposition 2). 

 

4. Analyze learning progressions and formative assessment processes from sample 

classrooms (NBPTS Proposition 4). 

 

5. Create and evaluate an implementation plan for a complete formative assessment process 

(NBPTS Proposition 4). 

 

Schedule of Topics and Assignments 

 

Further explanations of assignments and expectations are given in the course section of the 

course manual. All work should be submitted online. Students have one full year to finish the 

course, but should not complete work in less than three weeks from registration.  

 

1) Defining Formative Assessment: Read Transformative Assessment Ch. 1 and Black & 

Wiliam (1998) article – Summarize your reactions to the authors’ description and 

historical perspective of formative assessment. Contrast formative assessment with other 

types of assessment. Total response: 200-400 words. Reflective prompts are included in 

the course manual. Post to the online discussion board. 

2) Read and respond to 4 vignettes as to whether the situation describes formative 

assessment or not. Be sure to provide rationale for all answers. 

3) Submit an original vignette (about 100 words) online and provide a rationale of why this 

illustrates formative assessment. 

4) Learning Progressions: Read Transformative Assessment Ch. 2 – Respond to 3 of the 

writing prompts regarding the creation of learning progressions 

5) Complete the 3 sample learning progressions and post to the online discussion on how to 

create learning progressions. 

6) Create 2 original learning progressions based on target curricular aims related to your 

current classroom standards. Submit these online and complete a self-assessment based 

on prompts from the course manual. 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
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Please Note: If you are not currently teaching, you may select a standard from any subject 

area or grade-level state standard. 

7) Levels of Formative Assessment - Read Transformative Assessment Chapters 3-6 – Use 

the online template to define each of the levels, including at least 1 example per level of 

how the level would be implemented in your current school.  

8) Complete a Types of Assessment chart to detail a number of teacher-initiated formative 

strategies 

9) Complete a personal reflection on the Key Clarifications section of level 2 formative 

assessment 

10) Submit a reflection on textbook content regarding classroom climate shift with level 3 

formative assessment 

11) Contribute to a class discussion regarding the roadblocks and detours of implementing 

school-wide formative assessment (level 4). 

12) The Limitations of Formative Assessment - Read Transformative Assessment Chapter 7 – 

Respond to online discussion prompts on the topic of formative assessment limitations. 

13) Final Project – Use the provided template to create a complete formative assessment plan. 

Implement the plan, and write a reflection on how the implementation affected student 

learning. 

 

Instructor/Student Contact 

As students complete this course, there are several checkpoints required as a part of this course. 

Feedback from the course instructor will help guide teachers through the process of designing 

formative assessments and model the formative assessment process.   

 

Evidence of Learning   

 Student demonstrates evidence of meeting course objectives (1, 2 & 3) through reflective 

written assignments as assessed by the course rubric (Assignments 1, 3, 6, 8, 10, & 13) 

 Student writing reflects thoughtful engagement with course readings (Course Objectives 

1, 2 & 3) (Assignments 1, 4, 7, 9, 10 & 12) 

 Student demonstrates evidence of understanding of Course Objectives (3 & 4) through 

analysis of models of formative assessment (Assignments 2, 5, & 8) 

 Student makes connections to local instructional goals and state standards in the design of 

appropriate learning progressions (Course Objective 4) (Assignment 6, 10, & 13) 

 Student demonstrated understanding of how to create a formative assessment plan 

through final course project (Course Objective 4) (Assignment 13) 

 Student included the use of critical thinking and reflection in the evaluation of learning 

progressions and formative assessment plans (Course Objectives 3 &4) (Assignments 5 

& 8) 

 Student demonstrated critical understanding of issues surrounding the use and limitations 

of formative assessments (Course Objective 4) (Assignment 9) 

 

 

 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
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Grading Policies and Rubrics* 

Evaluation: 

Written responses to selected readings (10) 40% 

Formative assessment evaluations (2) 10% 

Formative assessment plans (1) 10% 

Final Project (1) 20% 

Discussion contributions (5) (online) 20% 

 

* The rubric for written assignments is available online.  Each written assignment will be scored 

according to the course rubric, which details specific criteria for evaluation. 

 

100%-90% = A 

89%-80% = B 

79% or below = no credit 

 

Students who take the course for credit/no credit must earn an 80% or above to earn credit. 

Students who enroll in the course for a letter grade must achieve a grade of “A” or “B.” 

Coursework that earns below a “B” mark will not receive credit; this applies to both the credit/no 

credit and the letter grade option. 

 

Final Course Grade and Transcripts 

When all work for the course has been completed, students will need to logon to the Center for 

Professional Development website (http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd) to “Submit Grade Form”. Once the 

instructor fills out the grade form online, students may log back in to request their Grade Report 

as well as order transcripts online.  Please allow at least two weeks for the final grade to be 

posted.  For more information see the Independent Studies Policies and Procedures that were 

sent to you when you received your course materials, or in your online course. They are 

available, also at http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd - under General Information > CPD Policies. 

 

Plagiarism and Academic Honesty 
All people participating in the educational process at Fresno Pacific University are expected to 

pursue honesty and integrity in all aspects of their academic work.  Academic dishonesty, 

including plagiarism, will be handled according to the procedures set forth in the Fresno Pacific 

University Catalogue.  URL http://www.fresno.edu. 

 

References 
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http://www.ccsso.org/projects/scass/Projects/Formative_Assessment_for_Students_and_

Teachers/ 

 

University Information 

Graduate level course work reflects Fresno Pacific University’s Desired Student Learning 

Outcomes as it applies to professional development to demonstrate the following: 

 

CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGRAM STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

 

CE 1.  Demonstrate proficient written communication by articulating a clear focus, synthesizing 

arguments, and utilizing standard formats in order to inform and persuade others, and present 

information applicable to targeted use.  

CE 2.  Demonstrate comprehension of content-specific knowledge and the ability to apply it in 

theoretical, personal, professional, or societal contexts.  

CE 3. Reflect on their personal and professional growth and provide evidence of how such 

reflection is utilized to manage personal and professional improvement.  

CE 4.  Apply critical thinking competencies by generating probing questions, recognizing 

underlying assumptions, interpreting and evaluating relevant information, and applying their 

understandings to the professional setting.  

CE 5.  Reflect on values that inspire high standards of professional and ethical behavior as they 

pursue excellence in applying new learning to their chosen field. 

CE 6.  Identify information needed in order to fully understand a topic or task, organize that 

information, identify the best sources of information for a given enquiry, locate and critically 

evaluate sources, and accurately and effectively share that information.  

 

 

FRESNO PACIFIC UNIVERSITY STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 

Student Learning Outcomes Oral Communication: Students will exhibit clear, engaging, and 

confident oral communication – in both individual and group settings – and will critically 

evaluate content and delivery components.  

Written Communication: Students will demonstrate proficient written communication by 

articulating a clear focus, synthesizing arguments, and utilizing standard formats in order to 

inform and persuade others.  

Content Knowledge: Students will demonstrate comprehension of content-specific knowledge 

and the ability to apply it in theoretical, personal, professional, or societal contexts.  

Reflection: Students will reflect on their personal and professional growth and provide evidence 

of how such reflection is utilized to manage personal and vocational improvement.  

Critical Thinking: Students will apply critical thinking competencies by generating probing 

questions, recognizing underlying assumptions, interpreting and evaluating relevant information, 

and applying their understandings to new situations.  

Moral Reasoning: Students will identify and apply moral reasoning and ethical decision-making 

skills, and articulate the norms and principles underlying a Christian world-view.  

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
http://www.ccsso.org/projects/scass/Projects/Formative_Assessment_for_Students_and_Teachers/
http://www.ccsso.org/projects/scass/Projects/Formative_Assessment_for_Students_and_Teachers/
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Service: Students will demonstrate service and reconciliation as a way of leadership.  

Cultural and Global Perspective: Students will identify personal, cultural, and global 

perspectives and will employ these perspectives to evaluate complex systems.  

Quantitative Reasoning: Students will accurately compute calculations and symbolic operations 

and explain their use in a field of study.  

Information Literacy: Students will identify information needed in order to fully understand a 

topic or task, explain how that information is organized, identify the best sources of information 

for a given enquiry, locate and critically evaluate sources, and accurately and effectively share 

that information.  

 

 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
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