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Independent Study Online Course Syllabus 
 

Instructor: Allen Carden, Ph.D. 
Phone Number: (559) 438-8430 
Email: ACarden@aol.com    

Number of Graduate Semester Units: 3 
Target Audience: 5th - 12th grade History 
and/or Social Studies teachers 
Course Access: https://ce-connect.fresno.edu  

 

Course Description  
 
Boston became the center of much patriot activity that moved England’s American colonies toward 
revolution and independence.  The American Revolution began in the Boston area, and was fed by 
the fervor of its citizens.  Many of the most sacred sites of early American history are found in or near 
this remarkable city.  This course will explore the ideas, events, and people of the Boston area that 
provided direction for the new American nation.  Topics to be explored include the main causes of 
the American Revolution, reasons for the American victory despite nearly impossible odds, how 
events were perceived from both American and British perspectives, and the key roles played by the 
men and women of Boston.  This course has travel and non-travel options.  Assignments have been 
developed to align with Common Core State Standards for Literacy and Writing in History/Social 
Science. 
 

Required Texts and Course Materials 
 
1. Bahne, Charles. (2013). The Complete Guide to Boston’s Freedom Trail. (4th edition). Newtowne 

Pub. ISBN-13: 978-0961570538. https://www.amazon.com/Complete-Guide-Bostons-
Freedom-Trail/dp/0961570539/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1497984038&sr=8-
1&keywords=complete+guide+to+the+freedom+trail. 

 
2. Boston and the American Revolution: Boston National Historical Park. Massachusetts. Agency 

Publisher: Interior Dept., National Park Service, Division of Publications GPO Stock Number: 
024-005-01188-9 ISBN: 9780912627656 (Available from the U.S. Government Printing Office 
Bookstore: https://bookstore.gpo.gov/products/sku/024-005-01188-9. 

 
3. Carp, Benjamin L. (2010). Defiance of the Patriots – The Boston Tea Party & the Making of 

America. New Haven and London. Yale University Press. ISBN-13: 978-0300178128. 
https://www.amazon.com/Defiance-Patriots-Boston-Making-America/dp/0300178123 - 
reader_B0047DVZJG. 
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4. Wojcik, Stan; Comisky, Bob, etal. (1996).  Hidden History of Boston (DVD). New York: Publisher: 
History Channel: Dist. By New Video Group, ©1996 A&E Home Video. ASIN: B000UEEIQS. 
https://www.amazon.com/Hidden-History-Boston-Channel/dp/B000UEEIQS.  

 

• Note: Students are responsible for purchasing their own textbooks and DVD, analyzing the 
content, and applying what they learned to the course assignments.  You can order the books 
and the DVD from the links provided.  

 
Moodle: Moodle is a web-based course management system used to support flexible teaching and 
learning in both face-to-face and distance courses (e-learning).  
www.moodle.org // www.moodle.org/demo // https://docs.moodle.org  
 

Course Dates 
 
Self-paced; students may enroll at any time and take up to one year, from the date of registration, to 
complete assignments. Students may complete assignments in no less than three weeks (one week 
per credit), to complete the course.  

 
National Standards Addressed in This Course 
 
This course addresses educational standards for Social Science-United States History Standards 
for Grades 5-12. Specific standards are listed with each assignment. Era 3: Revolution and the New 
Nation (1754-1820’s) 
http://www.educationworld.com/standards/national/soc_sci/us_history/5_12.shtml 

 
Continuing Education Program Student Learning Outcomes 
 

CE 1 Demonstrate proficient written communication by articulating a clear focus, 
synthesizing arguments, and utilizing standard formats in order to inform and 
persuade others, and present information applicable to targeted use. 

CE 2 Demonstrate comprehension of content-specific knowledge and the ability to apply it 
in theoretical, personal, professional, or societal contexts. 

CE 3 Reflect on their personal and professional growth and provide evidence of how such 
reflection is utilized to manage personal and professional improvement. 

CE 4 Apply critical thinking competencies by generating probing questions, recognizing 
underlying assumptions, interpreting and evaluating relevant information, and applying 
their understandings to the professional setting. 

CE 5 Reflect on values that inspire high standards of professional and ethical behavior as 
they pursue excellence in applying new learning to their chosen field. 

CE 6 Identify information needed in order to fully understand a topic or task, organize that 
information, identify the best sources of information for a given enquiry, locate and 
critically evaluate sources, and accurately and effectively share that information. 
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Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) for This Course 
 

Student Learning Outcomes for This 
Course 

By the end of this course student will be able 
to: 

National Standards 
Addressed in This 

Course* 
United States 

History Standards 
for Grades 5-12 

Continuing 
Education Program 
Student Learning 

Outcomes 
Addressed** 

1. Describe the multi-faceted causes of the 
American Revolution and the chronology of 
significant events that led to the conflict 

Standards 1A, 2B CE 1-6 

2. Compare the conflicting views of the 
American patriots and the British 
government and see the conflict as 
complex and multi-faceted.  

 

Standard 1A CE 1-6 

3.   Identify the reasons for the American 
victory.  

Standard 1B CE 1-6 

4. Analyze the roles played by key Boston 
personalities and their ideas during the 
Revolutionary era.  

Standard 1C CE 1-6 

5. Describe key events occurring in the Boston 
area relating to the Revolution.  

 

Standard 1A CE 1-6 

6. Identify the ideals and values of the 
American Revolution, and the Revolution’s 
role in world history. 

Standard 1B CE 1-6 

7. Make connections within lessons designed 
around the Revolution to appropriate            
curricular content standards. 

 

 CE 1-6 

** Please refer to the section on Continuing Education (CE) Program Student Learning Outcomes 

 

Topics, Assignments, and Activities 
 
Note: It is expected that all written assignments will be typed (double-spaced). 
 
1. Read the Introductory Essay and view the videotape Hidden History of Boston (viewing time 
approximately 1 hour 40 minutes).  The essay will provide a concise summary of the Revolution and 
this film will provide a good overview of this great and historic city.  This assignment addresses 
United States History Standards for Grades 5-12, Standard 1A: The student understands the 
causes of the American Revolution; Standard 1B: The student understands the principles 
articulated in the Declaration of Independence; Standard 1C: The student understands the 
factors affecting the course of the war and contributing to the American victory, and Standard 
2B: The student understands the economic issues arising out of the Revolution. 

 
1(a). Respond to the videotape by writing a summary essay of 3-5 pages in which you reflect on the 
importance of Boston to the history of the United States.  Build your essay around the theme of 
contributions made by Boston (and the surrounding area, including Plymouth and its Pilgrim settlers) 
to American political and social traditions and values.  In addition to Boston’s contributions in the 
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Revolutionary Era, briefly include the periods before and since that time, as covered in the videotape.  
Not every contribution was necessarily positive by today’s standards.  In your essay, include at least 
two examples of problem areas that should have been avoided or handled differently.  Also include 
at least one example of a myth about life in early Boston and its environs that differs from historical 
reality.  Can even inaccurate myths serve a useful purpose?  Conclude your essay by reflecting on 
the importance of preserving historical sites in the Boston area.  (You are not expected to use any 
sources other than the videotape, the Introductory Essay, and your own reflection for this essay.)  
Please label this as assignment #1(a) Historical Importance Essay (15 points).  This assignment 
addresses United States History Standards for Grades 5-12, Standards 1A, 1B, 1C, and 2B (see 
above). (15 points) 
 
1(b). Based on the information in the Introductory Essay by your instructor, make up 10 questions 
that would be age-appropriate for your students, assuming that you were first to present this material 
to them in an age-appropriate manner.  The questions could be short answer, multiple choice, fill in 
the blank, or a combination of the above.  Please avoid true-false questions.  Label as 1(b) Questions. 
(10 points) 
 
2. Read Boston and the American Revolution.  This assignment addresses United States History 
Standards for Grades 5-12, Standards 1A, 1C and 2B (see above). 

2. In a brief paragraph for each, describe in your own words the significance of the following 
Bostonians to the Revolutionary movement. You will find information on them in Boston and the 
American Revolution and, in some cases, on the videotape.  Please indicate that this is 
assignment #2 Contributions of Bostonians. (15 points)   
 
 Paul Revere  Samuel Adams  James Otis 
 Thomas Hutchinson John Adams   Mercy Otis Warren 
 John Hancock  Thomas Gage   Joseph Warren 
 
This assignment addresses United States History Standards for Grades 5-12, Standards 
1A, 1C, and 2B (see above).   

 
3(a). Based on the information in Boston and the American Revolution, the videotape, and the 
introductory essay, write a 2-3 page paper in which you concisely explain the reasons for the 
American Revolution.  Focus on fundamental issues for which you may cite brief examples, rather 
than getting bogged down in details.  Please label this as assignment #3(a) Explaining the Revolution. 
(15 points) 
This assignment addresses United States History Standards for Grades 5-12, Standard 1A (see 
above). 
 
3(b). In a brief, one-page essay, explain why Boston was the center of so much revolutionary activity.  
Label this as assignment #3(b) Explaining Boston’s Role. (10 points) This assignment addresses 
United States History Standards for Grades 5-12, Standards 1A, 2B (see above).  
 
4. Read the acclaimed book by Benjamin L. Carp, Defiance of the Patriots - The Boston Tea Party 
and the Making of America. Write a 5-6 page reflective essay in which you touch on the following 
points: the importance of the tea trade for the British economy and empire, the reasons for 
American concern about British policy involving tea and the East India Company, a brief overview of 
life in Boston at the time of the Tea Party, the two opposing views about British authority and policy 
as it related to the Tea Act, an overview of the work of the patriot opposition to British policy.  Briefly 
describe what actually happened on December 16, 1773 in Boston, various reactions to the event, 
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end with your own personal reaction to the Boston Tea Party and your view of its importance. (50 
points) 
 
 
5. Read The Complete Guide to Boston’s Freedom Trail. Post a reflection in a discussion forum and 
reply to at least one other post by another class member. This assignment addresses United 
States History Standards for Grades 5-12, Standard 1A (see above). (45 points) 
 
YOU MUST SELECT EITHER THE TRAVEL OPTION (4a) OR THE NON-TRAVEL OPTION (4(b) 
TO COMPLETE THIS ASSIGNMENT.  This assignment addresses United States History 
Standards for Grades 5-12, Standards 1A, 1C, and 2B (see above). 
 
5 (a). Travel Option.  (Note: This option has two parts.) 
 
Walk the Freedom Trail through old Boston and into Charlestown.  Pages 40-41 in the Guide give a 
detailed map of old Boston and the Freedom Trail, which is marked with a red line in the pavement 
as you walk along.   
 
It is recommended that you begin at Boston Common.  If you have come into the area by private car, 
the Common Garage is a good place to park.  To do the Freedom Trail justice, expect to spend an 
absolute MINIMUM of four hours on this excursion, and considerably longer if you want to soak in 
detail, visit gift shops, stop for a snack, and walk at a more leisurely pace.  Six hours is probably a 
more realistic minimum for most people. Be prepared to pay an entrance fee for admission at some 
sites.  Fees and hours are noted inside the back cover of the Guide. 
 
Stop and visit each site indicated on the Freedom Trail.  You need not pay an entrance fee and go 
into every site, but at least see what you can from the outside.  Select any NINE of the sites (give 
these sites a thorough visit – inside and out) and write a brief, 1-2 page report for each in which you 
respond to the following. Label this as assignment #5(a): Freedom Trail. 
 
A. Name the site and explain what it is and why it is on the Freedom Trail.  
B. How well-maintained and authentic does the site seem to you? 
C. Pick up and read a brochure, if available, from each site. Indicate in your report if a brochure is 
available.  Is the site well-explained to the public, either in the brochure or in signs at the site?  (Keep 
the brochures – do not send them in with your assignments.) 
D. What did you find of most interest at this site? 
E. What did you see or learn at this site that you could share with your students? 
F. Does this site live up to your expectations?  Why or why not?  
G. What famous Americans, if any, are associated with this site? 
 
Helpful hints along the Freedom Trail:  
 

• Across the street from the Old State House is a National Park Service visitor center with an 
excellent bookstore and restrooms.  

 

• Between the Old Corner Bookstore and Old South Meeting House, on Washington Street, is a 
sobering and moving sculptured memorial to the victims of the Irish potato famine of the 1840’s 
and Boston’s role in providing aid.  While it is not part of the Freedom Trail, it is worth a visit. 

 

• The Boston Tea Party site is a bit off the beaten path and is not actually on the Freedom Trail.  
Because of landfill projects over the years, the actual Tea Party site is now on land, but there is 
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a museum and replica of the tea ship at the end of Congress Street (see Guide map on page 40).  
A visit is encouraged but not required. 

 

• “Old Ironsides,” the nation’s most historic naval vessel, is the most distant site on the Freedom 
Trail from Boston Common, but worth the effort.  In addition to the actual ship (check hours of 
operation carefully), an excellent and free museum related to the ship is nearby (and it has good, 
clean restrooms). 

 

• While a visit to Bunker Hill is a must, the climb up the monument (there is no elevator) is quite 
strenuous.  The view from the top is impressive, but you are NOT required to make the climb. 

 
Your next task is to visit Lexington and Concord, a few miles to the west and north of Boston.  Take 
in as many historical sites in those towns as you can, but as a minimum visit the Lexington Green 
and the North Bridge and related visitor center in Concord.  While the Revolution predominates, there 
are numerous other sites worth seeing in these communities.  Write a 2-3 page summary of your 
experiences.  Label this as assignment #5(a): Lexington and Concord. 
 
5(b). Non-Travel Option 
 
You will have visited sites via video and the words of the Guide.  But instead of reporting on your 
visits, which were (alas) not in person, you will write four three-page reports on Revolutionary era 
topics from the following list of options: 
 Battle of Bunker Hill    Ride of Paul Revere 
 Boston Tea Party    Boston Massacre 
 Battles of Lexington and Concord  Sons of Liberty 
 British Evacuation of Boston   Attack on Gov. Hutchinson’s  
       house 
   
Footnotes or endnotes are not required unless you are quoting directly, but be sure to list your sources 
in a bibliography at the end of your paper.  At least three sources should be used.  Label these reports 
as assignment #4(b). 
 
THE FOLLOWING ASSIGNMENTS ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL STUDENTS, REGARDLESS OF 
TRAVEL/NON-TRAVEL OPTION: 
 
6(a). Write a persuasive one-page “leaflet” from the perspective of a Bostonian in 1776.  Argue either 
for or against independence in an attempt to persuade your fellow Bostonians.  Label this as 
assignment #6(a) Persuasive Leaflet.  This assignment addresses United States History 
Standards for Grades 5-12, Standards 1A and 2B (see above). (10 points) 
 
6(b). Prepare an annotated Internet bibliography of at least eight sites dealing with the causes of the 
American Revolution that would be useful for teachers and/or students. Label as assignment #6(b) 
Annotated Internet Bibliography. (10 points) 
 
6(c). If you could devote further time and energy to researching the history of the American Revolution 
in the Boston area, what subject(s) would you find of further interest to you?  What questions might 
you want to ask?  A 1-2 page response is appropriate, labeled as assignment #6(c) Research.  
Depending on your choice of subjects, this assignment may address United States History 
Standards for Grades 5-12, Standards 1A, 1B, 1C, 2A, 2B. (10 points) 
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7(a). Interview five students in the grade(s) you teach, or are interested in teaching.  Ask them to 
explain the significance of our celebration of Independence Day (the Fourth of July). Submit a written 
summary (not a word-for-word transcript) of their responses, as well as your reaction to their 
responses.  Please label this as assignment #7(a) Student Interviews. (15 points)   
This assignment serves as an assessment of how well students are grasping United States 
History Standards for Grades 5-12, Standards, 1A and 1B (see above). 
 
7(b). Lesson Plans: You have the options of (A) preparing, teaching, and evaluating (i.e. how well did 
the lesson work/what might be done better next time?) ONE lesson on some aspect of Boston and 
the American Revolution, or (B) preparing TWO lesson plans (but lessons in Option (B) must focus 
on Boston.  Use any lesson format that would work best for you in a teaching setting.  Label as 
assignment #7(b) Lesson plan(s). (20 points) 
 
NOTE: An important component of this assignment is for you to identify history/social studies 
standards from your state, and incorporate at least one of these standards into your lesson 
plans, appropriate for the grade level(s) you are teaching.  Indicate the standard(s) you are 
fulfilling in your lesson plan(s).  If your state does not have such standards, use national 
standards, or your district’s standards.  If you are teaching in a setting where there are no 
stated content standards, or no standards exist for this subject area for the grade(s) you teach, 
please indicate this.  See Appendices (A) and (B) for help in this area.     
 
7(c). Evaluation:  In a brief paragraph, indicate your reaction to this course in terms of a learning 
experience for you and usefulness in your future teaching.  Feel free to offer suggestions for improving 
the course. (5 points for completion) 
 
NOTE: All assignments will be submitted as assignment uploads and responses in the 
corresponding Moodle (online) sections. It is advised that you keep a folder for each document 
for this course on your computer, or other storage device, for your records as a back-up. 
 
 

Module Title Module Assignments and Activities 

Points 
Possible  
for Each 

Assignment 

Estimated 
Time to 

Complete 
Activity 

Welcome Module Welcome Module 

• Introduction video 

• Introduce yourself forum 

• Moodle online tutorial  

• Course syllabus  

• FPU Policies and Procedures 

   
3 hrs 

Module 1 –  
Revolution Overview 
and Boston 
Background 

Module 1 –  

• Read the Introductory Essay and 

• View the DVD Hidden History of Boston  

• 1(a) Write 3-5 page Essay - The 
Historical Importance of Boston 

• 1(b) Questions for Your Students from 
the Introductory Essay 

 
 
 

15 pts 
 

10 pts 

 
3 hrs 
3 hrs 
4 hrs 

 
 3 hrs 

Module 2 –  Module 2 –  

• Read Boston and the American 
Revolution  

 
 

15 pts 

 
10 hrs 
8 hrs 
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Module Title Module Assignments and Activities 

Points 
Possible  
for Each 

Assignment 

Estimated 
Time to 

Complete 
Activity 

Important 
Bostonians of the 
Revolutionary Era 
 

• Assignment 2 Written assignment - 
Contributions of Key Bostonians  

 

Module 3 –  
Explaining the 
Revolution and 
Boston’s Role 

Module 3 –  

• 3a - Write a 2-3 page paper explaining 
the reasons for the American Revolution 

• 3b – Write one-page essay explaining 
why Boston was the center of so much 
revolutionary activity. 

 
15pts 

 
10 pts 

 
6 hrs 

 
4 hrs 

Module 4 –  
The Boston Tea 
Party 

Module 4 –  
Read the acclaimed book by Benjamin L. 
Carp, Defiance of the Patriots - The Boston 
Tea Party and the Making of America.  
Write a 5-6 page reflective essay following 
directions in the module 

 
50 pts 

 
35 hrs 

Module 5 –  
Historic Boston Sites 

Module 5 –  

• Read The Complete Guide to Boston’s 
Freedom Trail  

• 5a Choose Travel Option (Two parts);OR  

• 5b Non-travel option 

• What did you learn forum 

 
 
     45 pts 
 
 

5 pts 

 
6 hrs 

 
26 hrs 

Module 6 –  
Two Sides to Every 
Argument/Further 
Research 

Module 6 –  

• 6a - Write a persuasive one-page 
“leaflet” 

• 6b - Annotated Internet bibliography 

• 6c – Further research 

 
10 pts 
10 pts 
10 pts 

 
3 hrs 
4 hrs 
3 hrs 

Module 7 –  
Student Learning 
and Course 
Evaluation 

Module 7 –  

• 7a - Interview 

• 7b – Lesson Plans 

• 7c - Evaluation 

 
15 pts 
20 pts 
5 pts 

 
6 hrs 
7 hrs 
1 hr 

 TOTAL POINTS / HOURS 235 points 135 hours 

 

Grading Policies and Rubrics for Assignments 
Note: Writing requirements: All written essays, and other papers submitted must be 

labeled with the student’s name, date, assignment number, and will need to follow 
APA guidelines.  Times New Roman size 12 font, double spaced. The grading rubrics 
for each assignment will be found online (on “Moodle”). 

 
 
Grading Options 
Course participants have the option of requesting a letter grade or a credit/no credit when 
submitting the online grade form. Students will submit grade form when coursework has been 
completed.   

• Assignments will be graded per criteria presented in the course grading rubrics. 
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• Students must earn a minimum of 80% to received credit for the assignment. 

• A = 90-100% and B= 80-89%, (anything below 80% will not receive credit.) 

• Grading Policies:  
o The discernment between an A or a B is at the discretion of the instructor based on the 

quality of work submitted (see assignment rubrics). 
o Coursework falling short of a quality equaling a B or a Credit Grade will be returned with 

further instructions. 
o All assignments must be completed to receive a grade. In addition, all assignments are 

expected to reflect the quality that teacher-training institutions require of professional 
educators. If completed assignments do not meet this standard, students will be notified with 
further instructions from the instructor. 

 
Writing Requirements 

• Superior: Writing is clear, succinct, and reflects graduate level expectations.  

• Standard: Writing is acceptable with very few mistakes in grammar and spelling.  

• Sub-standard: Writing contains noticeable mistakes in grammar and spelling. 

 
Services for Students with Disabilities 
 
Students with disabilities are eligible for reasonable accommodations in their academic work in all 
classes.  In order to receive assistance, the student with a disability must provide the Academic 
Support Center with documentation, which describes the specific disability. The documentation 
must be from a qualified professional in the area of the disability (i.e. psychologist, physician or 
educational diagnostician). Students with disabilities should contact the Academic Support Center 
to discuss academic and other needs as soon as they are diagnosed with a disability. Once 
documentation is on file, arrangements for reasonable accommodations can be made. For more 
information and for downloadable forms, please go to https://www.fresno.edu/students/academic-
support/services-students-disabilities.  

 
Plagiarism and Academic Honesty 
 
All people participating in the educational process at Fresno Pacific University are expected to 
pursue honesty and integrity in all aspects of their academic work. Academic dishonesty, including 
plagiarism, will be handled per the procedures set forth in the Fresno Pacific University Catalogue - 
https://www.fresno.edu/students/registrars-office/academic-catalogs  

 
Discussion Forums 
 

Participation is an important expectation of this course and all online courses. Online discussions 
promote reflection and analysis while allowing students to appreciate and evaluate positions that 
others express. While students may not be engaging with the same students throughout this course 
they will be expected to offer comments, questions, and replies to the discussion question 
whenever possible. The faculty role in the discussion forum is that of an observer and facilitator. 

 
Technology Requirements 
 
To successfully complete the course requirements, course participants will need Internet access, 
can send and receive email, know how to manage simple files in a word processing program, and 
have a basic understanding of the Internet. Please remember that the instructor is not able to offer 
technical support. If you need technical support, please contact your Internet Service Provider. 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
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Moodle:  
This course will be delivered totally online. Moodle is a learning management system that provides 
students access to online resources, documents, graded assignments, quizzes, discussion forums, 
etc. with an easy to learn and use interface. To learn more about Moodle, go to: 
(https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/Student_FAQ). There are some student tutorials on the Center for 
Online Learning website at Fresno Pacific University – http://col.fresno.edu/student. 
 
Moodle Site Login and Passwords – (or other online course access information): 
Students will need to have internet access to log onto https://ce-connect.fresno.edu. The username 
and password numbers for Moodle access will be sent to you by the university using the email 
address you submitted at the time of registration.  The instructor will then contact you with a 
welcome letter and login instructions. If you need help with the username and password recovery, 
please contact the Center for Professional Development at (800) 372-5505 or (559) 453-2000 
during regular office hours - Mon-Fri 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. or email prof.dev@fresno.edu. 
 
Getting Help with Moodle: 
If you need help with Moodle, please contact the Center for Online Learning (COL), by telephone or 
the website.  Help by phone (559) 453-3460) is available Mon-Thurs 8:00 am to 8:00 pm and on 
Fridays from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, or by filling out a “Request Services” form at 
http://col.fresno.edu/contact/request-services.  Please identify that you are with the “School = 
Continuing Education”. 
 

Instructor/Student Contact Information 
 
Throughout the course participants will be communicating with the instructor and their classmates 
on a regular basis using asynchronous discussion forums. A virtual office is utilized for class 
questions and students are provided with instructor contact information in the event they want to 
make phone or email contact. In addition, students are encouraged to email or phone the instructor 
at any time. Students will also receive feedback on the required assignments as they are submitted.  
 

Final Course Grade and Transcripts 
 
When all work for the course has been completed, students will need to logon to the Center for 
Professional Development website (http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd) to “Submit Grade Form”. Once the 
instructor fills out the grade form online, students may log back in to request their Grade Report as 
well as order transcripts online.  Please allow at least two weeks for the final grade to be posted.  
For more information, see the Independent Studies Policies and Procedures at 
http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd/policies/ 
  

University Policies and Procedures 
 
Students are responsible for becoming familiar with the information presented in the Academic 
Catalog and for knowing and observing all policies and procedures related to their participation in 
the university community.  A summary of university policies may be found on the university website 
at http://registrar.fpu.edu/catalog.  

 
Fresno Pacific University Student Learning Outcomes 

 

Student Learning Outcomes Oral Communication: Students will exhibit clear, engaging, and 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/Student_FAQ
http://col.fresno.edu/student
https://ce-connect.fresno.edu/
mailto:prof.dev@fresno.edu
http://col.fresno.edu/contact/request-services
http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd
http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd/policies/
http://registrar.fpu.edu/catalog
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confident oral communication – in both individual and group settings – and will critically evaluate 
content and delivery components.  

Written Communication: Students will demonstrate proficient written communication by 
articulating a clear focus, synthesizing arguments, and utilizing standard formats in order to 
inform and persuade others.  

Content Knowledge: Students will demonstrate comprehension of content-specific knowledge 
and the ability to apply it in theoretical, personal, professional, or societal contexts.  

Reflection: Students will reflect on their personal and professional growth and provide evidence 
of how such reflection is utilized to manage personal and vocational improvement.  

Critical Thinking: Students will apply critical thinking competencies by generating probing 
questions, recognizing underlying assumptions, interpreting and evaluating relevant information, 
and applying their understandings to new situations.  

Moral Reasoning: Students will identify and apply moral reasoning and ethical decision-making 
skills, and articulate the norms and principles underlying a Christian world-view.  

Service: Students will demonstrate service and reconciliation as a way of leadership.  

Cultural and Global Perspective: Students will identify personal, cultural, and global 
perspectives and will employ these perspectives to evaluate complex systems.  

Quantitative Reasoning: Students will accurately compute calculations and symbolic 
operations and explain their use in a field of study.  

Information Literacy: Students will identify information needed in order to fully understand a 
topic or task, explain how that information is organized, identify the best sources of information 
for a given enquiry, locate and critically evaluate sources, and accurately and effectively share 
that information.  

 

http://ce.fresno.edu/cpd

